
French Canadian Heritage Day 
Today we celebrate French Canadian 

Heritage day in Minnesota.   It is a day to 
reflect on the French Canadian heritage 
here in our state and the contributions 

made by early French Canadian settlors 
who were a big part of the early history of 

this area.  
	  



Early St. Paul, Minnesota 

•  There many stories to tell about our French 
Canadian Ances tors and the i r ear ly 
contributions to Minnesota. In my short 
presentation here today, I am going to talk  
about the early French Canadian settlement in 
St. Paul, Minnesota. 



References for Presentation 
•  Acta et Dicta (Catholic Historical Society) Issac Labissoniere 

obituary. 

•  A Pioneer’s Talk of Pioneer Days.  (Article written in 
the Northwestern Chronicle about Isaac Labissoniere) 

•  	  “Past and present of St. Paul, Minnesota; being a 
relation of the progressive history of the capital city of 
Minnesota from the earliest historical times down to 
the present day. Together with an exposition of the 
lives of the makers of history” (Book by William B. Hennessy) 

•  Military Report of Major Dearborn (Commander of Fort 
Snelling in 1842) 

	  



Issac Labissoniere and  
wife Theresa Theroux 



•  Issac Labissoniere came to Minnesota with his parents 
and is the main character of this story of the early 
French Canadian Settlement in St. Paul, Minnesota.  
His wife was Theresa Theroux. 



Source: Acta Et Dicta, published by The St. Paul 
Catholic Historical Society, Vol III, July 1911. 





Selkirk Colony 
•  The Red River Colony (or Selkirk Settlement) was a 

colonization project set up by Thomas Douglas, 5th 
Earl of Selkirk in 1811 on land granted to him by the 
Hudson’s Bay Company. Selkirk died in 1820.  His 
colony struggled.   

 



1837 move to Fort Snelling 

•  In fall of 1837, 60 persons, including persons 
from the Selkirk colony, and Issac’s parents, 
Joseph Labissoniere (b.1786) and Francois 
Desjarlais (b.1796), Issac’s brother and six 
sisters.  (Joseph NOT in Selkirk colony) They 
first settled near Fort Snelling.  Joseph was a 
clerk for Northwest Company in Grand Forks, 
(Les Grandes Fourches).  Later moved to St. 
Boniface, Manitoba.  	  



Seth Eastman painting of Fort Snelling 



Fort Snelling 



Fort Snelling 

•  The Selkirk immigrants lived near Fort Snelling 
until fall of 1838, when Dodge Treaty with the 
Chippewa Indians threw open settlement east of 
Mississippi.    Joseph Labissoniere and his wife 
and family then moved to area known as 
“Grand Marais” (Big Swamp) which is near 
downtown St. Paul area.  Area also known as 
“Pigs Eye” by some. 







Labissonieres and other French Settlers first settled near near 

Point LeClaire in lowlands southeast of downtown. (Seth Eastman, 
Farm scene 1846) Near cave where Pigs Eye Parrant lived. 



View of  Labissoniere Hayfields �
 (Painting by James Desvarreaux Larpenteur (1847-1937) �

titled “St. Paul from Pig’s Eye.”



Site of Labissoniere Farm 
(Near present day Fish Hatcheries) 



Labissoniere Farm site 2014





St. Paul, 1856.   
Chapel built on higher ground, not lowlands. 



Saint Paul Chapel 
•  Father Lucien Galtier appeared as mission priest in 

May 1840 and on Feast of All Saints day, November 1, 
1841, Chapel of Saint Paul dedicated.  

•  Constructed on land owned by Guerin-Gervais.  
Joseph Labissoniere held office of general 
superintendent of building. Built in present day 
downtown.   Built by “Gang of Eight” including Joseph 
and Issac Labissoniere. 



Saint Paul Chapel 



Battle of Kaposia July 8, 1842 



Kaposia (Kapoja) 
Seth Eastman Painting of village 





Chief Little Crow son of Big Thunder who 
fought at Kaposia.  In 1837 Big Thunder and 37 Sioux 
Chiefs went to Washington for treaty that led to sale of 

property “East of Mississippi River” 



Description of Battle 



•  The Kaposia battle began when Ojibwe warriors came 
across the Grand Marais just to the south of the 
Labissoniere farm.  They shot their guns into the 
Kaposia village.  The Dakota then gave chase.  The 
Ojibwe killed the wife of a French Canadian and their 
half breed son.  They then ambushed the pursuing 
Dakota at Battle Creek. 











•  19 Dakota killed, including sons of Big 
Thunder 

•  10 Ojibwe killed. 

•  Dakota wife and her child killed.	  
•  Battle Creek Park named after battle. 



Joseph married to Francois Desjarlais, daughter of 
Okimaskew, Ojibwe.  

  Big Thunder angry at her. 
 Seth Eastman painting Ojibwe woman. 



Raspberry Island 



Mendota (formerly St. Peter’s) 
Painting by Seth Eastman 



Issac went to Henry Sibley’s House 
Major Dearborn came with troops July 9, 1842 

Henry Hastings Sibley lived in present day Mendota and was a partner 
in American Fur Company.  His first wife was granddaughter of 

Mdewakanton Dakota Chief.  The official report of Major Dearborn, 
First Infantry, U. S. A., then in command of Fort Snelling, supplies 

essential facts of the battle of Kaposia.  Sibley became first Governor of 
State of Minnesota in 1858. 

 



Fort Snelling 



Conclusion 

•  French-Canadian settlement of Grand Marais 
with little chapel called St. Paul became present 
day St. Paul, Minnesota.    



•  St. Paul Chapel which ministered to the early 
French-Canadian settlors  became St. Paul 
Cathedral when Father Joseph Cretin was 
installed as the first Bishop of St. Paul on July 2, 
1851. 

•  Third Cathedral commissioned well-known 
French Beaux-Arts architect Emmanuel 
Masqueray, who was also the chief architect of 
the 1904 World’s Fair in St. Louis, Missouri.  



St. Paul Cathedral III 



On June 2, 1907, cornerstone laid for for present day 
cathedral.  Issac Labissoniere present since he was one of 

builders of first cathedral. 



•  Many of early French-Canadian settlers ended 
up migrating to area today called Little Canada 
or to northwest around Dayton, and Osseo, 
Minnesota.  Isaac one of original settlers and 
founders of Osseo (formerly called Bottineau 
Prairie).   Worked as a guide for Sibley during 
Sioux uprising of 1862. 



Osseo 



Issac & Theresa in 1903-04 

Picture, front row, left to right:  Issac Labissoniere, Lawrence Labine and Theresa 
Theroux.  Top row: Julia Labine, granddaughter, and Julia Verboncoeur. daughter 
of Issac and Theresa (married David Verboncoeur). 


