


St. Paul Ul1dergroul1d-

What Happened to Fountain Cave-the Real Birth

Greg Brick

T/ri, i, Ih~ fim a,remp' nr n camp"·
he".i,'e 'IUd... of f"mmmin CUl'e, COlI.
,;,Jerilljllhe hj"",ical ,ignificanu of
Ihe ca"e, a ,ymh..i, of Ihe ,,-idel,.
:u:arl,,~d prima", "'o ....e marerial,
hw /Hen IO/Ig Ul"l'rdlle. "'hen Ihe au­
Ihar "'jlan hj, "~a ....1r '~I'eml )'C<f"

ago, rwI a ,ingle fIU'p ofIhe cU"e "...,
knQk7110 exisr. Thanb 10 ,he Slaffand
"sou......ofIhe SI. Paul Public ",orb
lJepontNnr, thai gap ....., bridged,
The author abo ,,"UUld like 10 IluJnI;
Alon R. Wool.....nh, archeologist for
1m, Miltn..o", Historic,,1 Sociely.

Ram",)' Counly tlistory ,,·mttd like
10 m""from m"k" "'ho IuJ..e memo­
n'~, ofMy ofSI. Po",."a.....

his IlIcn. h..J iu" dlscuwrW ,,'h.t w'"
lbe",upon named 'w Fountain Cal'e:"

"1I-oIIl .t ,he lowe,.rtd uppe' bord<:t of
SainI r.ul I""'" .n: ,·ows.'" ,,',,~c Ed·
w,n! Duffield Ne;11. SI. l'aul derg)'man.
hi",,"an, and fUlu,e ,.'<:"'I~' to Am­
ham Lincoln. in lhe J.nuary. 1855. is,,,,,
uf Vrflhom', Magldne. Tbc tow« c.ve.
01" Car"e,s C.ve, owing 10 it, certmo­
ni.1 ."""i"ions, has .Iw.y. occupied
lhe litrlCligh'lO lbc exclu,;on of'he uppe,
ca,'c.Ol Founl3in C..'c. ",'en lhough lhe
laller is called lhe billhpl..... of S1. r.ul.
But the ,uthor of Ille present ani<1e
,ha"" ,he <opiuion of Long ,h.. Fount>in
C",'e i, "f:or more euriou, & i"",,,,"ing"
th.n C.!>,,,' s C."e. And >0, ,,'i,h lbe li,le
of Cha,les T. Burnley's 1913 C."',,',
C.,'e anicle in mind. pcmap" ,,'har ,,'e re·

Q OJUIY 16. 1817. On his way uplhe Mississippi from Prairie du Chien to
l'e<:onnoitc, 1m, Falls of 51. Anthony. and again tile following day on
his way back down. Major Stephen H. Long. of the newly c"'"tcod

United Smes CQl'jlS of Topographical Engill/,.'crs. disembarked from his "six·
O<'lfed skiff" in what is now SI. Paulin expl"", "',""thing which pcTflaps local
Dakota bands had told him about.

A re,,' mile.. below lne ronn"'''lCe of
the 51. Peters and Mi,sissipp; ri'<1l the",
was a gap in the bluffs wben: a small
"",,"I; added its mite to lIH: great "Fathe,
"fWa"rs," [m:Igi"" Long' s part~ follow_
ing this c(ttk for 0l0ll: th;1J1 a hundred
j'ards as illhll:a<kd ils way lip' "arrow
,,"vine clolhed ",'ilh bluebell, arHl
columbine. At the htad of the ral'ine. IlIty
fouod themselves in an amphitheater of
sugar-white s.:mdSIOTIC whose walls. fony
r..,t high. fonned Ihrce-foun'" ofa ci",le
atQlJnd thtm. making i, Sttm .. though
,hey WCll: ..anding .1 ,he hnIlom of a
hole. Swallow, daned from innumenwle
niche, in lhe difk The e"",~ j",ued fmm
• Golhic ca,'e enU'lln,,. sixteen feel high
.nd a"""t.~m.ny fe,.1 wi<\(,.

The~ passed ,hrough ,he enmu",c into
• large ,,'inding hall aboo, 150 f.,.,11ong,
The sh.arp dnop in ,cmpern,u," oame a,"
>ho<~ nn lhi. hnI.\ommc' d.y. A, 'h< f;ll"
ertd of lbe room lhe}' er:l"'lcd ,hrough J

narrow p3SSJge th" opened ;nlo a most
he'Ulifol ci"ular room ahou, fifty fee, in
dlomc'er. where ,bei, o.ndlc' mu,' havc
caS' Mic~ering phantoms on II!<' w.II,.

'"T1Ie lonesome dar\; ",,,,,,:' Long
I.,c' Wrolc. w..' ch<en:d hy ,he ··cnli\"<n.
ing munnu,,' of ,he "chrystal siteam."
W:>ding ;n ;ey cold warC! up 10 the;,
~nees. Il!<'y conl;nued along the meande,­
ing pilSSlIgC. """,uutering mo,e room, of
J circula, foon .nd pcne,rJting JOOIU IWO
hurtdn:d )·.rd' before ,hei, c.rtdlcs "cnl
out. They hailed, and be~,," to grope lbei,
way back in abwlu'c dartnes,. The U. S.
Anny.;n lhe person, of M.jo.- u>n& and

ally ,hould ha,'c l:>cr:n asking is, ··Wh.l
H.ppened 10 Founlain Ca"c?'"

Landscape p"ime, IIc"ry lc"i" in hi,
discu"ion of Fountain C.", in Th~ l'a1.
If)' of riPe .l!i..i"ippi liIus'rtIud, pub­
lished in 1854, wn~e Ihal lhe ,m:ll:h of
",'orbluff, jn which lhe c"'e "'as ,Silllaled
"'as c.lled '"T1Ie Cornice Clilb:' This ar­
ch;lectural expression .p,ly ,ummari~c>

""">< loc.1 gcolugy, The wan,of lit< ""C,
gorgc are formed b)' SOfl S,. r.rc, Sand·
.\lOIlC. and cawing lhem is a resilUm cor­
nicc of Plalle.ille Limestone, 'They rtpre·
sen' beach and Moor, rt,pecti"dy. of
inland ,''"' daled 10 Middlc Ordovician
times. o'er 4SO million ycats "ll0.

Slricrly speaking. il i, paradoxical to
describe ,he S.. Pcler Sand,lone .s "soft"
bee....", it> con,liluenl grain' .'" com­
posed of quart.. ,he hank" common
mineral. It is soft only in lhe sense lhal il
lach "alural cement, hctwee" lhe hanl
grain,. "" ,hal i, cl\llllbb in the hand.ll
I, Ihus also e.,il)' croded by fl",,'ing
w3lcr. gi"ing ri", 1o C",'OS. Bur ,,'hile
""'''' rods arc old, ,ho- ea"e,;n ,hem an:
much YOllngcr.

Founlain Cave dalcs 10 lhe "'.n;ng of
lhe laslle<: Age. 'The melling ice lobe, '0
lhe oonh formed Glria) Lale Ag3S>i~.

and spillo>,", from Ihi, lake f'-"""Cd
GI:>ci.1 Riw, Warren. an .",;e<lor or the
Mi,~i,sippi, A walClf.1I on Ihi, glacial
ri"e,. said to h..,c bttn lhe size of Ni.·
gara Falls. eroded he:>dw.n! from down·
(own SI, P:lul. c......ing ,he present g"'gc,
Migraling paSI lhe sile of the fUlure e"'c,
;, nposed lhe S.. role' Sandstone, 'The
sand"o"" "'luifer was thu, ''unrorl:<d:'
and water eonlained ,hertin was frtC 10
drain lalCr.lly 'n ,he new surge .I'",g
pl'c-cxisting joints, The Mo"ing ",.lc,
cm,i"ely enla,ged lhe joints inw a caYC,
a process called piping l, Radiocarbon
dalc, """"rJining ,he .ge of the g"..:I.l
nwrsuggcsi Ihar lhe Ca"c may be 10.000



'il <1<l1ir1I>/IuI ~1I"f.· F""",..... c."" ... Q goIden~."" 1"70. Thir p/IoIo,~ 0<11
/rom /he ..,_, pIlIft ~ IJOOd _ of /he ~mp/lilt>N,..of omIr. und5tonlt $0 _

dosc:nbedby-" _t;gur.1ot scaIoo.~~~~,

place of St. Paul?

)~'"'" oW. The n'"~. ..,pnau)
Iocwd • Ibr " ....~lll'ttt'dcd
iIIIo m. hIuff. by ptriodi( aiha; cU­
~. "'"'atalI 1lIr~ 13>_
WwP .'hoch "-aD Clftl< lbod i•.......,-

llIe ...... ~. COO.l(JI(S

""Pri"l-- and JIIdii"l by Iho .oIume <:/;

Foooauo. Clttl ~ lo(m '" old pm.
~ • _ luo,·~ IlmI die 1"lC'SI
sprillJ i. 51. hut (ntep~ forlho
R>h IblChor) ~.p t.."'" 0.)1011"
ilium. T1It <'lI"" W,..,. had I )'ut-round

lClJljlmIllUf 0( .u; dt~ Fa/nnheil•
..-Iuch is ,he C~~ ICmp...-..,,,,,, (Of

~round"'alcr Illh;" l>lllude.
Qlhi:, c_'plo,en. ...111 fnllo"'M l.on~.

In 1820. by Ill< lo",n, uf Clllo-.nci Henry
l..,..-cn"ooh's l~al)' ,"'j,h local Dol"'"
hand.,. "oontain en. boca"", one of ,he
bw",jary ",,,,l,,,, ru, ,he new Fort
S""lIinl miln;wy f'l'se""·~IIQrl. Lxa,'o.·
"ooh ..., '00<111 jollied by I pan)' of t1. S.
>Old"", ,,110 hOMl ju'>I ",,,,,pkled ,he firlol
l_'n o,..,rt>no,l n.'co.< by ,"'hile ...... of
.',,", " _. !be SUilt of 1000... C~a
SIe(ltlm WIll> " ....y. for .. h<:Jnl Fen
Kt:amy. Ktbr:a>U. ,,,.. bin n;omN. had
~ lilt>~... :IIId kpIl jwm>I
lIut"l> puIlll>hcd ,. 1M. Lt.,...., Fon
S...I~IIJ. n:wNIlI ....'n .. Mis"...pp
...~.Kcam" WlppCda FouauI.
c..... Jul) 29. 1 :nHo~.
c:>U--.t .100 )'anI>. ,,,itt ~'. dis.
.-c-. .all" 111M • _ pbcn tho
.....,..,. "-m ... doc'p INlIoe tllUId ..... IOU<h......

llmr)' Ro-'. Schooknft .-..-1
""..... Ca•.., less IhUII ",'«1.: ...... Ofl

AapN 1. 1120.~ hI> <Jb!a>-.
''''''' IllIho "'IHMn.JoIlIJtIJI <{TrawlJ.
publ,shrd in IR11. Mi~"""";~
th;w: I'< IW fWftd C...~·.C,,·c. Sd>ool.
cnfl."D~r I'uuled by tl'<
c~,-c b'riJ'lK* I"''''' ,n Car>-er". Tn,,'·
~b. He ('ond\liled th>t C..,.,'~ C~\"C had

~ a """~"lOi plICI6,~ loi...... C...C1'
1.><1 had '""' ll.

SchooIcnfI ........... ~..... millC'f'llo.
,... for (joo,.....". L<-<o l> Ca.,', nprd>.

""" ""Ih: I'<~-.-of tile Mi"""...,p.
Hr rqoonrd th;w: FoImtam en."alfonls
"" \IabctIl6, or 54*'. Somr port> or thr
"XL • Ih: -.II .., colouml JIftL
l"ohotIl~'b>lh<~or~.~Hr
....-dlbll .. CO" COIIWIOnI "'>IaaIl prto.
blt:s or 50 iMcmdy Ilbi:~ • cvl<.- '"' ""('I'C_' pk'-'''l! ..-ntlol[.,do tile .·blle
.-l~ ..... ,"'cd IhmMp thr-.:li.....
or ~ dar 'lKmL n.c.... "" cum"'aIlm
","",'cd '" be _,,.,. or I"....".,.. p.
i1c._quatlJ_colouml .. from ....p.
lie lIC1d. .-nIl • hid! Ih: .-,oter. rrrrolal­
inl ,""' tile Clt,'cm. IIwoug/l'he bcd5 or
oaL Ie."", of lhr ""prr1ncunmrm f<lrt>l.
mal he [IIfI"U)' <Muflllrd.~Tha. >i~naIcd
Ill< ......cncc or an ul'~lf,,~m enUIIICC to

the ",'-e .......... ""'"
E,''''' 'houJh FoulUln Cn. ""a. 10­

t;IIcd all tho~ " .... ,n ~ ""flPO"I'Il1)' """"1·
i.~ ... ,l<Irmcslo. SdoooIrnlft ..~ lIbIc 01)

rommrm "" "1Ilr nunobn or....... f......
.. Ih: .'JIb.* Noxho., 10M. he and

Goo....". em added tile..........''''''"
Ibr)' .-.... --~·I..., Lc-..1>~fC"CD".."'"On J"l S. lUI. .. ~ bdaIlcd ttktn·
.... orI~ 0.)'. JoJtplo R.
8rool ...... other< hmoIpll.- .......
f..,.. Foo SOW;/lo., ...di"'"'*tc'd II froao
... itIun tile -" or 1_ C~,'c.

.......l· ......... !he an:tL The-) nploml
tile Clt\c -roo I ,j,,;u,n of lOt....)' one
mile.... hen lhr) ..,arhcd ~ IftCOPOOUlO
........ fall. He.., ,helf CWMlIe banll out.­

Thcl'lW anl>lhcr. bullOO mullS of loghl·
ing il. *AfIC1' Ions mrogm.IOII.* Ill<
anon)'mou, \I'nl., ronlinurd. they",.



l!ainm "tho IlJhI of lhe !U~.~J Mi~ne!IalIa

FaJl~ orililL;llly 'UI m."..n .. B"",,'n'~

falls. after lhis _ -. ,,'110 had liN
....... • ...-.nlll in I'ounlain C.~.

Goortc Willi.m n~gh.
lht SI\l~ 10 bear lht !ilk "'tJ1liIcd
Sul<'s GrokJPst.~ risiltd Ft.ain ea...,
.. Sc!*'lnba 12. IllS. but hr also mii­
IOOIi: it b Carwr·s.~p
....... EIIJIisI-- ..IIo ...- of Amer­
O ill mudl !he __ f...... .. his
CIl8IealpCJIV)'. 0larIn Didcti. Falhtr·
...........·s C_ \'..,..,.. ..... M"'·
..,S--.• !IodI daclihtd!he 'lSi!. ...
publ~ ill 1SoI1•• r..... }CIll aflCr Did·
nas·sAar'o_.Nofn.~p.
.... lht only Yil.iIoIIO ftpOftl....iIIt: .......
lndiarI "bimJlllphio~. Founcai~ e.,'e.

kMph N. Nic'oIkt. lht my eanocn­
phrr of MI--' ,isitm I'ourIaIin Ca,..,
in 1831. h" milled "'Newe.'-e" ... !ai,
fll1lOUS llloll nup. H)-QNJ1Irophi<" &uu.
ofW UPf"r Min;..ippi Rj,...r. l~,he re­
poll ,,'hkh IIf:WfIlJWIicd !he mop. he
SI.,ed !II" "'The cal'c now r.r~rxd to i,
of n=nl formalio~. The Iged Sioux ~y

thai il did nol ••"1 fonncrly: This ....nt
beyond lhc S13It~nl of loog in 1817
Ihal '~he Indians fonne,ly liYing in iu
neighbourhood ~new lKw~ing of il lil1
willlin ii. y.m p.lSl." In tum. lhc idea of
r=nl formation innuenccd lhe Nati,·~

A~f'ic<.... rwnc for Founl>in C••·•. ""the
....... ilOOe lIOuw: rmWcd by J"",",
Ouanc Dol)" in .he officlal JOIlI1IIl of
Ca.... ~,pcdil.ion. noo: pullli>hed unul
1m. I'rtmap, "'oroll.... name r... !he
Q,-e ..... 1IOlhi"l _ IhM III ablft,·t­
ated lOOn oldie aboripw <bpatim.

I. ;. """" lilcly INI FotUa e.'e
... noo: _ • lhi. tirrx. but ~.
_Iy iwpmod. The Q>"'~ had
ben~ by collaplo: ....bois. It
may be caaj«lUl'N. ., _'lI'l nltSlacd
april .pro by t'ouounl Cm ill 1111.
N ..........,.!he O'-e lI ..... lbouP
10 1M: mucla olckr.

8uI Nicolkl "'" ""'" ... !he mart
... hero hr dcscribcd """,. the Q"~ had
formed. The peaaliar roolov' of lht
FouIIlain ea.'~ .ioe " _'~ hmer de­
g:rjbed~ i. tho folloo<o'i., ••UX1 from
hi. poM~u_. papc~ .1aidI .... in­
dWcd in SchJok:r1Ift"i llWOii.'. '"OIumes
... the [rodi.. tribe> of lhe United SllIleS;

-on descerodinl the Mls.sissippi to;lt·
ri~ allhi. Q,e.;' .'ill 1M: obicrved lIIal
lbc~ beds [Platle>'itk urrx­
_J.hidI mI upon lhr flft·SIOe lSI.
PrtICr Sanhaonc] ... IfJdoWI)' dimi~;sh

i.lhictaas. lo/KroIinJ 1hrrnsc1\"CS oaIy i.
f'4'iiC... IOId ..-aJ1y di........... ,...
Ab<M: lhr , ollhr Q""C' Ibm "'" ..
.,..,. Ill)" _ "'!he~ for·

....... aad Ibm is sen oaIy *lXJWu '"

....... olpcbbb.~
Ioiialllcl·. 11-1) ftpOft ued Ibc:l;c ob­

""na- ID ....... "-airo ea...
".....,. ... b1Il&lioIIlCllhr dislocll_.,
dccoqJo!.iuon '" 1h: uplMd~
.iaidI ba,.. Icfi lIaupy pII<ft; !he ...
.... '" ..hida ha,.., pcacuIlaI iNo the
l&"'bKw'....ari., ~ n'aJ."

FourItai. C.,.., he&- ... i~ k,­
ends. ,,'hrtI the mi»iorwy PrtICr Gar­
riodI uploml il ... NOI-cmbrr 16, 1837.
hr r=wdcd in hi, di>ry • """Y hr had
heard of ""....... iOId.... and I..... Indians
formerly Jl'netr:alcd 10 fll illlO lhi\ ca...
lhalWy ........ nc"'" heard "''''y morc.~
It ..-as _lIIing !hal Gutrioch him""lf
rould ",III" 10. While de"1' in lhe ca". hil
lOrCh h:>d ~ono: 0\11 in the be,1 FO\Intain
C.,·. lnldilioo. and it WI.I wilh SOOle :In:<­

iC1y lh.u he .ff~tcd hi! "",apc from .~ht:

~Ioomy and direful Ibodc of 'PCClrC;'

lIobgoblins. and lllhcr ...eeI and It"""
crealu.... of r"""y....

So 1»' lbc tin.. Pic"" "Pi,'. E)',,~ !':or•
ranl ani~cd .. lhc 1IC'CrlC••1so in 1837.
FounIain CI.'. already bad • rnpcclablc
bibliopaphy. The 183J wIlY .. i!h the
Ojiba..~· ...,.... opcllCd b ..uJcmcrIt
lhr lrim,k of !MId bo:ta"CCflthe 51. C....
and Mi »ippi "'en.. P sulcd •
<hi dais 0'''' bcauloc It ·.. Ibc •
no poo'" 10 Nn SneIli", tbal ..
<be "';liIar}'~ loIIotkllCd <be
~ lor lhe >06dien ID hr lOkI

• 'hilJ<cy. 111m .... aboa rn~
II) lhc f..--cndiola:~ • /Ioktalala.

...-...c .... Fmd 0- '11)'-

... ."lao auenapcd liCdmIar)' ..
his old .,e. bul he did .... 1CtUIIIy ti'-e iD
FoooIltain C••'". 0. !he roaInr)'. mudl of
his hiSIoria.I ~pir.ca..t.. rcsu in lbc fXl
tbal he o:rcacd I ""cabm. .... ollhc ~r»
bttildinp .. the wac of • b:al K _. 51.
Paul. on June I. I 38.lk>cribed IS. sa­
100II. it .'IS ,ilCd II lhe I1ItIIlIlI of !he !ot­

c1Wcd fO'll. SO t"'11I could be ...... by

JlOlCnIill CUll<lln<n. Son......""l1cn II
Camp Cold (_the l;llJell spine
in Min.....,olio) 'N dolo"';,·.. III join
PamInl. and cabins bcpn to lflRlUII lilc
.....>tlnxJms ill Ilk ca.·...

Pamn ""'" kl!Il IrliI dIim Ihrowth •
monPJC rom:"""'"-' r dais inns-
aetioa "" n'" ·oniI
nirocty doIIIIl. 1lac _kn • ....,
..ickd ill 11-10 !he I'cIn Sal1iDc
miIiury~ .'lI'l m..C}al-.l
cop-W The ~n C.... am bo:.
CIIiiC "Goo............. M.4 "

The 51. ~_ DlJp"ri for FclnIIy
16. 1921.1qIOfIcd1lui~ ......
f....... a cqlJICf >liD 1. "-"'" Ca.·~-.I

PanaII; .... ciacd .. !he on,,, '"
""'" .." ..ion.. Poor old l'amiIt ·1
..i:Ir.: hi>atIriM John FIcachcr Williams
had talcn him II) IDk for dduciDJ his~
""J1Cr. _. he •·.. 1CCVlCd of<:oncmUIl.

l.g it~

no. )-ean. from 1850 III 1180 ..-"'" a
~derllgc for FounI3ln CI.... 11 had be·
come fl.lJlionablc. 1M MinMWla pw.
Mer f... July II. l~. rcl.rxd to "Ihe
~sp1orali"", or I~.t ca,·c 00'" dIlily
m.<le:· and indkalcd thaI lhe uSC of
Long', n.:unc f... lhe ca'" had begun to
Mid. 711, SI, An/lion,. UP"" fotluiy~.

1151. de",ribed one of the IflOIlI\ in lhe
"",.• as IM:inl""""" beaulifulllwl could
be IOIIlc ... illl 111 the •••II~ of ""!Of:
1M MiIrN""" DtJMrrur fot llllle 16,
1852. """--I !hal lIIi< Q ......... "one of
!he puIOI <:IIriol.ollCS Ind "'0Ildm of
lbc Wna. II B .... of !he most bclutiful
SfIOl' in !his bcaomfal TcrriIory.~ .,.
MillMs«it>Ir r... J..... 19. 1852. iUIcd
!hal "'The _ mrnt II doc C'I,-e .....

""L .ill be opened for 'Nor< 'I I fc.­
<11)....~ A -.Ii: I..-!he _ ""~

'."Oaled IU ""kc ...... -.I othcf IOItt
del ;.. .. lbc .""IYof~.
CIlI be lad. 'ThcC..e·'-Io .......
IU Go>...... R-r IlmltcIf ...
"P"ll111kio1t: dam: i. lbc follool"')IeW."
m.cdia Elilabcttl Elkl·lS,' .... TR­
w.. itr,.,. M·'M. publiWd i' ISS). ~A
Mtic pl>ilion lIIllds iDlht .'OO6r.- "'­
"nlIC.....~ 1;,ht> can be~ 10
CIItCr !he Q,..... A fOOthnd,. (1\'" the
r.I.,inc aho lad IlCcn COIllUIICICd. She
<:a1lpated """lKlin C.'-e. ,,"!lith •
called ""Sprin1 Ca'-e:.n"'a mvtlIe 'em·
p1e.- If1d ils ...,um 10 "llJlooa·.r of dil'



mom>. ",,,n,,,h'ely <Io<ln>.n~ III ,il<
~mI. or "h",h he 1"" dw dimta·
..... Hi, '1)1 raG NOlJl> """'I'"'ftl dw
~ "mdi"l h>lr ( by~ nor
lIIinl room bact .~ die )- NIIIed fn--
hft ia !he ","e. btm& c:alI<d C__
I'>riDr """'- 01 ..............-....1>11
1>0" rMIIiP; he...,...w pbnl-1Df 0\'"

• ...,.... of -IUr_1O~ 0I1IllR IC·

aWlIIt 10 ,""...... fir dod ... ,ollt)-..nd
dr fourth mom, h>"01~~ .. "S.

timalnl di>Unl:< III 'Ill)' rods (9\10 rMj.
bIIt he ""R;Jlt thai .... could htar • <t<'<IIld
,,-..nflliln tbr d,>lIn<'t.

nor JloI'~ ,n foonwn C",', Iud •
I.')'ho!e """,·<;«1100 ~Iling frum
....g.s lIIal proJ«1ed fron, ell"", ....11,
Thc>C nalural ,""1,-., ....re <l<.><:riOOl h)'
Munson:>nd .... \,,,ibk In dra...ings and
Jlho!ol:raph>, Thty PlO"ro usdul ,,'he...,
tbr~. ,,-..' """,-"", allo"'tllt an u·
plorcr '" ..raddk lht rold "",am. AI",...
.'100_ hml"..lf ",''''''''' ond renm:d iII\
icy hoIh. by ",1Ioc:lI poolll dw romp;>oIlOfti

he M.l """"Ill """" lhcno:d hill\.
II .. -.. 10 _ rh:lI "" ..... !he

.'1__"" "'a> .... {(p""" C.

.... ""''eN'" III~ cadI.. ....
pal~ .... s.fl'mIlp III .... ..,.

....,.. rt:oc:lIa III"--a"" .-a.~
medy """lied. Hr-y L.-.ro'is sui 01 III
"''''''' .... obsnIro thIl ali !he a,,, diml.·
oshnl In "",....... "'... dc:c:pc:ued.
~ ,11II "Ull" elplol';w:o'y rum·

,,,'..,, (01 Car\'er"" C.... do l\Ol e..>l. be·
call" ,he Ian.. M.l onll one atteSSlbIc
room. from a ,~I"n~."1 ~,,;po:cI" ••
Can..,,-', C),'. c~n'l hold. "andk 10
Fount"," CII".

Joh:lnn Georg Kllhl. llll: illl"",n,d)'
pruo.)ucli,'. Gcrmul Srosmphc,. ""leo.!
NJunlain C... in 11I53 Ik 'HOle lha, "11
.. "ailed C'l"l:ll Ca'''' bee."", the """II
..",:un lIuI bubbl.-. 0"1 0( " ;< dar as
Cf}'MaI: Tht ""~ lOb ... lRIe
pili....... dn:anI.~Q(,,,,...u-... rc­
1lIIr\c:d. -S.....I(),.'s hlI,.~ lI"'olh
....... be&> III • IIundml pIaas; __
itrI¢I hJb (Of _ dial hJId lhnr
)1=-J.~ Aaol """" pnc"alll~....., ....
IJIbtr ot>C!>. arid a &b" rIClOr}' .ill .....
be buik hen: ~~ b:al ,1IdusIna _

do:ed hrI" nInItd .... SIMI r..- "'" ,ft}.......
Sllthl"l bet1n e:aptuml Founwn

CII'. In ", dIll1ml... a<pec11haD """n

ml", of Foon,ain C.,-c. 10..I.,ng ,n'n ,00:
•olmoc:•. h)' an unlll""'" M'Ii'. aboll,
IkW. Adolph Hoerner. ,ho (krn,.n larld.
....'apt ;/'"'1. soon l'I.~lIl<Icd "11ft lhe l1r:<l
,.,,,., Ioulilll 0111. I Ml\;l11 ",(• ..xu' ,n h"
·S"~"" 0" ,he: Urrcr ~h»J\oSlppI:

I'ubh>ht<.l In IIn'pt"" "....' M_1t1r
"'n~ '" Jul~. Illj,l.

In Illjj.IJJrt-Jt....llfXl. 1'llrM...·
M>OfII MT»tfl~T. by A. 0 M-.
p'" lilt _ doQo.... <k>ml"llOll or
fooolIQooo Ca>e .... "" P""l,'lbN. 'l_
esullloshtd "'- dw a'e _
tn.:hl'd robe. .bolly 1\1I(. or Sc.
f'tttr. <MWkuw. a> 01 M.l ...... bee-.
NIIIed ~~ lb"d oa, o.efI.
AIUll from .~ or dw po,,,..
~IN ""'""- ..-~ .-., CTno 1·
"'-,)'. 8) .\lu""",,·"'.....nl then: ."", (00'

,
PO\'ST.\lS C.\\'.:. ,."T. l·.\I·I~ MIXS.

An ..........,d"-ea.-__ H_Dl.olIv._~,",-Po ,­
SLe... (IN'}. "-__"""....,. _ ........__.~_b­
_ ....IIt... n.._IYf__"'*""'*''lI-'' _~

monds," A kiln 10 1'" C''''~'''!WIi<''''jl''1
of BoNon fnO' SeplcIn",,' 1\1. Ig56. (k.

\",it>od a ''I<II '0 1he ca,c and mcnliuncd
",be ~>fthor llirch.hgr\: u'hlCh your guHk
manufacture< fOf lhe (":'I:~jon:

n.e... ",feo1:I'll;<:>. an: ~r",lionl be·
<3U~ ,hey ,ndJr;llc how .,...... """'""'"
Ca,'C~ 10 !l«om,.C ,ht fiN rom·
IIIC'fI:Ul n''f In m. >We. an ,....,.
dN,lll."1__, n,c tu....- If
>oornediIy e-~ .._ r.-J lINI _.

... Iud", III ClWf" ca>'l'.~
(OOIldc"'lINI~f ... a..c·~
u.c. \h.c.,.... ",,,",, fnlIIIl117S
110 188J "'I ...... Ch>rnrt-lil:c .-eli,odour
, ... IOlChbPi 1M:. ..,.... "i'ot dlt saWl
COMIdemIOll ofalii.........,

Tho oldo>l ~'.~ ckpocIlOOl of
I MlnfleSOlll n't.> I pen;;il and "-:lief'
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1'7IioA-4I_d~c....._ ......I~1._......_arq=.S. _d"'~_la_ 1'7Iio0ftlN__SIlCIpI_._"_-.gIf_IJr~SI>wt£lr-.sa-~_ .... '1' . ", 'BOwt-­
___d ... mapj. F...-~fIIiI«fI_-.gIII_/l:lpla__Al_"", _..-. -.g........ ...,...iI,... _1Jr4i__.~_4i RItIci:ltII>_Dta._,-. ... or >._.stt«iallla_"-1Jr
IIooo/i'IpIlltO<Jgh_c.... ~by",...- .....iF... --.., (NotJOOoteam.- ~ .... "....
1M f1IuII-liNJ.) AI"" 00ll0m. N C1Hk _,. u. soIidliF>l ........ it ............ 1M Col.. _ iJHd by"""'" .JqJIotwIW. __
In(; IhroutJh~ (IOOU-"'." ""um. dIM,....... 0.10<9 jo/rIinQN~. AI I, 150 ffHN, Founuin Cove is 1M /on(IHI tlIJIU'"_1OfflI u .. '" MfMeSOJot, AI IlW 5U1e. Clrwt', c... _ ~I itItiW ".. bo.< ""'rl~ "Boilfr S/iOp" (.._ 1M~"
,.,.O'~_ 51. P,ui Put>k Wotl<l o.,.tltfIMIt",..,.



no. IllJliI~-._og It. ...at _ er.. .."_ lot .... 0n0I>t
_~ ""'" '''''''' r~ (lnj)I dc>oons/lNm~ot ..._II~.
_ po/tII D, s.....6gof (JOU*J"'" ". Col fWoug/lll __.,ponr D. _1M
rigz/lf1notrllfl""""__rv-d1O _,a""" .r ... _of_map, In 1940,
Ie <IDa,. _ poIIuliool.~ 1M1_i:ln."'.,,_II.- "" .........,~ by
~ An tJigN-incIt C./,P. (""' ";,,.1 .... laid .. " __ /tom__ DIO_E.-.__ _IO".a-nao.._........ lhirly__.

pouncl. n.._"",.. "Mlngo"'~d""........ lOflictI~ ..~c.
"""~_li_ I '. 'or'" _s.-S--_ot__...utr_
.,...,. _"-"'lOpal_mop_"'",/ijjl'II. From_ ...... _"'ftI._'••I*MMA9·.E,.~~ .... ' ""',Sloml_.,,.
a.-__~"'cbi'l"''''_''''''''.~_.padx.",

fight"' .............. Sr.PuPul*:_~_.

Iished Om.·n 1M Cmll Rj,..r, in ..'hkh hi'
,llcmplcd to redcfi"" the I,"" SOIIrce 01
the Mi~ppi. and his boot OOIIlaln. I
Iale refcn:ncc: 10 lhc JI09IIllrilJ; 0( F.Jun.
II.. Ca.'~: ""This ca'" is a f..,oriIc rtSoOtl
;" Ihc -.- "'1lllC. I. Gblicr·.
i«ODd-"-i !be l......r_ ..-wr.
fall .... .-.. 10 a hripI lIUhcn r.....

•
" - "

.,>'..,
.,
• •'.,

""" fOOl "'y of St. Allthony Falls ilM:lf1
In lXlIO. the ""wly incorporJtcd

Chic"ll". 51. Paul. MinncapohJ. and
0mW Railroali-------us1ly ..kmd to as
IIIc 0nIal0a--b0~.. bui1donJ " .....,.J,.
'""- and IqlIIir doops .. lhc uiarIlIc 0(
.... ""'-dtd II)'~ Succt (....
A'-.-lo-lhc IIOfIh.~ SUftl: "" lhc

_..__.._-•

•
I

,
•-..•

,
;

,

~ ",,,*, '1lIo n,'~""00 d,q""ada·
JKII*1 III its dqldb CM be hcanI alliol­
inc .-l boil,., • ill a teale. said 10
ccmr r....... .......m- 2 fllb 0( the
sunm that nilS the ea"".""

In 1857. dunnlllhe le"Cf of real estau:
>fICCul.lion !hal In"", ,arly SI. l"UI.lhe
jlI"C"nl GrollO SU.,.,I wa. pl.u~. h ..';IS
-r aM FoIIown Ca", bcauK il
"'"as~ that ir1bc!olRCt "'m: uLmdcd it
~ .ait< Ih! M~ _ Ih!
ca>~. I. ract, iI. ",llOaId SlriU !be ri.... a
lair llile"", f Tloc _1baI did
1lIIl1UftSI 8anDII SuM. ..'here Par-
1:anl·.fd ·~ ..... <hoodL

MOO!~ 0( FounIIin Ca.'~

an: ~ic "",,'mi, ,.;...,. from I
5inllle decade. lhe 1870s. Those by
Willi"", H. llIi"i"orth an: dw.ic5..
Abooll Ihc li.... 0( hii awoinuncnl as
~r(lfC_·. Black H"k~.·

pcdiboa 0( Inl. !ni-ronh. ....., 1tIe
_ WCI·..... 1'f'IOCS' UaIod!lii 1lt.I'1"
,",". .. iaIo lIE n.-e for pIIuIop"l0'4.
JIIIM 0( .iIich "'m: pullIiibed in
Chicago by JoIuo ClIItun. The hel')'
C\ju;f'II'lCm nplain, .. hy 1hcn: an: 110 im·
"I"i from lhe d"ep·n,'c ,n.iromncnt;
the .imple bo........ra "'a. nol in~nt~

utllill889.
A 1OIni1ol pidcbool; by JIIIICi J);a'n·

port. JIOIbInhcd i. 1872. .."u1~ that
dioll:C:llOM Ie F.-aioo CIt,', .... clooo..-
_ .. St. Paul ..-= surpr;.intfy ____

phaIcd: "lIIc .... brq .. fan Succt
10 dlo -.tau 0( dle ciIy. .-llhen by
tumillllOW len 00-...• 10lhe ri_bank.M

In 1879. Foumain Cav~ wa, f"lured in
T<J/,rim· Cui," W Ihr I/rnilh '/lid 1'1.".
'UN' R.wrTJ of 1M Goitkn NOr/hM,.JI.

publi'>h<d by 1hc Mil .......kee Railruad.
IIld ib 'npaVl/ll 0( Ihc ca'.~i Ihc
moil drpaII)'~ .uon 0( all.
with lOp hob -' "'"I1tiDc >Ods. AI·
dlcMP FourMu CIt,'. l\'IIlrC litd) qIIIl,.
fieI1 •• plcasun: rtSoOtl than • bcalth Ie­

lOR. "lIkinJ: lhc .~M II !be ca"c. if
CAlly to quench Ihirst. Ion, oi"", IIad be·
come .It'!lOSl a rilua1. In 1881. William 1I.
!>un"" publi,hed TIlt Pic'''N'Jqll' SI,
Croix 0"J OIM' N""hM''S/ ~lchtJ 1/.
IlUlnutd.1hc l<lS1In,..I,uidc to>U~ a
Inp inoo founlIin Ca'... I).IIonc·s nan"·
ilia <l<picW boal• ...,. lhc ca,... but
r:-a. CrM. ..b .......>ipb/e.

I. IUl. CapcaiJl Willatd Glatxr pub-



"ThIt fJMulJftlllir$ valoly. • _ • .IOOti'Ig "" ~,....../OWMJ Fouma> ca.. /oan­
CNJ«Jby~lIil:wIJ.". J'1O.~~ .._~-..~....
_ 01_'by """ _ WIi._ Hiu<>ncM SCtcioHy~

,"'cst. MId ,lit M"",,"PI" Ri' ..... TIlt old­
C>l ... oooI~ tonlf'lnc ... of founuo.
CI\'C "'-. 10 e>,l;l lI-.J 10 tilt lsa:ls
-.l ..ho:Jo," Ibr10 f,....,I~· *nd>' • pb«.
Fa- rool'~ ...,II ht mmN 10 IS
""" A~ I map. III~ ..... ,I> ......
'~"'KlIl ,. ,he CiI, F.np~"OlTI«.'
~1OIl 1""- ~"1Ildlt11. ~"....

nollQ'l fiDlll;llC geologJSl. ,n Tltt- Gro/.
"Iy tlJ H,UIlJry CUUJII)'. pubh<htd OR
I~78. "'P'Jf\Cd th>' '1hc: u,cr 'h>I "....es
at FOunt.OR COl'., S,. Paul. ;. ,h,lt of J

,......... hich disaPfltan. In ,t.: groooo
aboo, h>lf a mil. d,ow'-to",ant ,he:
";')'."11;, ..;II........ pu,ode< ,he ~t)·10

""" A~l map. A, """ Wfl of ,he map.
Fonlaln CIftt. 1\000.;"1 ~ 1ht Mrixe..
IS " .......'Nal ~ a """line. II CI'IlOf'i I".lJlolo nt. tht 1IIICr>OCI_ uI R.a­
<IolF' -.llbk IIId w..s I :MIhc"......
..",... 10 1ht m .... 11)' b,. ihnluP
ro.nu.. Ca'c.~ by a ......
drlnllt dNIod·lint. A, """ boMm. 1ht
C1\'cl; Itappo:lr' '"" a "".. lint .'1Im: "
...1> from 1ht ca"c cnlr.ll'l<.'l: u<al by
hum:ul .,pIoo:r<. fknr,inS lhrouSh ,he
g<~l\C·heod oo,li... of lhc ""illl: bef"",
juinins the ~lil\i"ippi.The: ,in~ool. also
••plaln" 00" ,be: bl:ld pobtlle.' "",n by
Schookr.lfi had .n,ered ,he .....~' •.

Waler. had delccndtd ,1Iroup. ,he:
"nUlolt r.llhor ,han ""iii from ,""
...".~, Fountain Ca,'••"ti ,hcrrlorr a
en"', spn..,. ad IlOI ar1e\.IaIL D 10

...do.....
Ra! CSlIIt "'"'" ca hc II>Cd 10 ....,.

..fy 1ht "nlho6e.. 0. !he pbt of -A.
V,"""" Bro-...·• Sobdi.,,,,,,, of the w"",
H;,If of Rlod :so.JO of SIlIl\oOll. 1IroIon.
-.I R:IIII~'. Addill"" IU 51. f':Md.­
d:lleoJ 18!&. lhc "n~hoIc 0«\11'*" 10" 1m

:and .Ic".n:and is fed by I cn:ri.. In ,he:
11I2!}; ,he Foul Mot<>rConlp.tny lltoil'.n
",,,,,,,hi, plan! in H;.hlarll1l'~r~ ,rII1,he:
~1iI ..'a.''''' Ihil ....... 'pur laid to "",rn••
i, r:Il1 di....,l, ""lOS' 'hc.<c 1"0 ~IL'. f'r<o.
>um3bI) ,"" "nlJoolo '"~, fillnl al this
milt he<:"""" """ uaet, .. 1II" 1oc3l"'"
_'It:ll on a patitd -tact

Tho r.11 InlpII of ........ om. ..
dtpotItd 011 W F. Dutr,"l Map tJ{ R.J..
In C_. palIlislotd I. 18J9 Tho
md.. .llIl:lI ..~ u'i&. Il \l1ooo.'.
01Unl a ..etbnd Io<:aId .,. IuIf a
milo diloUll,-..e;t of Foo Road. 8)· ....
bl. n,,,,,,,,,,1Mb <:mu.y Itw< "'Clbnd had

,,, ay 10 Ir'OIItnlI3l dr\'eloJ-<tM.
0. "~I ......~ Fe _

Ca.. " " ..c::loNlnl..ty by a -.thw.·ot·
lJndins 1_. ,he •.! """'" ..~
"""~ lIt\cribtd .. !he c.<pIonwrJ ....,..
u,·.. :on:""~ bu, __

of ,he Ii... ~Ikw.~ '" '" ..leul... ,""
Ion~,h of ,"" "".. '" I.I~ ftel. Ma"..
l.(l"~ hod llK"'U,."j ,he: cal'. ,,,.If, b\ll
his ti~Uf\' "f I~ }'ard' i, moan;nKI.<, bo·
enu... h. ,.,,,,'\1 around "nll"u, h.,ing
",,,"hod ,"" .nd. All 131.,. ,'~I...~ ....
mm:1y "",In""",, """illJi .,. b"h ,.,. ,...
milo.•11110 ...... rqlOI1 had ulhal can
.,lCIKkd D f. D Pka!af A'· lbt
.- (TtqUl"M "'"'" "b .400 )'Wds.
..1udl~ ,.~..."II .......... IIap--Judp", by !he A~I .... "-"aI.
y,'. Il 1ht .....,.,.. l13unl ' ......
"''''' ,n ............... I"~ n'~ "
Chantl Rod.• ca"e IIIldtr W.s R"·....

I'>rlU) .. .\Iu"",~ ..... ,,1lIlly
lIOO ( ....", t, C......<C.'C. t>... pI'lOf

10 by ..ltoad~lI>da
....,. of In 1M. accudinllO the Rt\'.
........ E. D. Nrill '. >booa ... ndl1llat
or Founl:u. Caw, B.. (or .1dd\.
C""·..·~ C~,·. ,"'wid 11>,.• fi' rom(on·
ably in !he ...lr........ R)Qn1 of Foun,a,n
C~,'•. Gamo<h 's lr~cnd ,h., bo,,, ....m·
bl""",, uf lrlllh..

From 11!SO '0 I~.w, Fo.nl'In C.,'.
...." u"Od ." a ."",-.pi' for 1bt Omalu 11.";1.
....... """"', 11Ii, i, IIIO!ol rasily 1IlldtT·
§lOOd in 1""'" "'!he 19}9 Strod>tr map.
.."""" onlm~ e,plan.MKIII

", the T.... c-IUO P"", local .......
qua)itl' dtImoonInI. Gn:al nih of 13"
............ ...:nIlIoaua: M,..
.Mappo. To ... !he c, \kl·""""i... SaJIar) Do\lnn, .. lhe ) ....
bcl<n the Scrond .....orId "Of, ..... lht
I'f"""1Il n*"cplor >l\lCll1 u"""' dlt



"New.. old /PIH, IUIIlI'>Jj _""- • Mayor """"" ol Sf, P.uI (1ItkIsJHwn).rId city eng;.
M«SMlHlrd_rd>IorF~ c..... OflJuntJI6, /gsg, C......rldCMHM.... ...".
_ . ....d "'- ...... if. """"'_ n.. _.,.._;" _ p/I<lI;OQI..- _1i6fd
"*" fUfpIuI._""NoO"""'~ <flrillI"'- constr\>CfIon '"~RtMd .. 1i60.___Sco::IitI\' photo.

T.. in em.,. Af... tht_~ bnlmtIIl

pbnl:ll Pill" "l~ 1.:aL~ brnmt oprn­
oon:aI ,n 1939...~ "",Id 110 ""'gn ""
di>CNrp:d 10 tho ",.",_..

A<'ronliaf!y. ~ krIn d>InI O.",,,,btr
.JO. 1939. r""" R.R. SImdIrr. A<_
ChdEJoparcr.-l~ofdr
0mW, 10 Mioo. Room. C_.......
of 1'IIbIi< ~ orb. dNil<d ..... dr r::aiil­
.-I a.adcd lei """'P'"W- dr~
oftht a-toI~SuM~ >0 Ih>l .....j
"""'" .. ....". ..'llUld In<'h thr ","ft".
SIrodItr·............,., d "', ',.0
.........~I""~ m;prnl'..,I~.

A \bud. h)'bnd drri'1III"'~ of ..,., '''0
...,., drWd "" I"..•• b) dr St. PHI
s.-..,,,, Di'l"""- and Ibn ,"ft"'>ioa (<.lillln
..-ti,·~ Sft\;a" " tho ....,.. "",rul. Krynl
a1ph.abrlkally 10 "'" m:op.. h.. 101...
i<l<-nIlliN roonl l) "' "I man"'* 10 IIL>I_

u..1 "'''.- Srwa;c pourrd ,n'o lhe

doo.'_ h:llr or Fouau;un Caw al

IIWIholc 0 ... hnnl '0 tho "'''IOt. ;n
tht boo"", oltho 1lIIp.

.\I:lIIhoIr o..~ al~;Jd) okl~ L
~f""'N)'~IIdoiIKl."
.... s.. l'aJ 0tJpQIr1o roho-. "'~.......,

ArouDd St. "-I P\lrb.w for Oo:tobtt21.
1932. ..A,lk lh:Il Ft-.Cn~ "1Ia< IlId
.... 'W"'".j UWnllllld ,. -.J :b I ......
rod _"'.~ "Jlcn, .."'" -0 _.~ ""

Ra<Iolplo Sum tU hi'.., lIIIIItr-
~ do< [';I't. >0 _ "" I tri",-
~ lei SmJdltf·. poollI 0 E •.. ~ O<f.

....,11..... II. 0.-. dot lIlI'·t1 ''''

....... 10 tht nu,--Io. 011 Sc,*onr Ii.
1880.had~ I "'''llOtht [';I'''' ,.
..hoch he _1Otltd""" ohafI ortht r:ail_
...... """"",y.w In rtl........... "'" roll.

<lnI<'l"'" ollhi. fiOlub "0ll0 1 grt.. 'um,••
poin' in tho h""'lr)' of F.lu/II;un CI"~_

On« ~"'..gt btS'" fIo.,t"ns ,hn",gh ,'"

",,·t.lhe ""-~ 10.1,1< f•..tl"",ablt air lbt
dar\; "8"' btl3ll ""'"

In lhe oonlrxl """"ifinl....... ror ....
_..,.~.d;aItd .\,.,,:h 15. 19-JO,
Strother dim:tnl ,he <'OfIfrxlor 10 "pix<
fw lIoor.n ""-U111r-.. If '0' If 1t,..,1
or ""'or IIWl 1"....- s...-.Ih>l ...,..Id
ba,.., mItmI FuuuuI C~,~ •.." _ 10

be di,'Mnl b) I 01_ or l;a>I _ >011
pipn. U"., of ........ '"lo<lil "....- "'l­
,or:s daI MCMa bad bmI e...... dIt
C3\'~. FI'OIIII ..... O. a ".... .-.,.)d

carry doe .2>10> lei I _ Ih>l
dr ronlfa<\Or ........ <'Oa>UIKt 1Il E.
I..... IftIfIhnIt E. tht "-.lC:> Id ....
>ttod IImoap I ..wp I"PC 10 • okItr
_"ft" '.......ldYl rormnll 110, ...............
ICfU>,> th< """,. Rtfnml 10 IS ..,...
Omaha_r .. 1 sun~"OI"·. fitl;h>nl.
lhi> ....",.. 1Iu,,~, r<Xl ....:l",,,oul!d. parol.
ldcd dot ootorloC or dot co"e ~",If. Tht
drop pi... "'OU1d t'OM«l 10 1 P'pe W\l1lJ
along tht oxiling of lilt Onu/I,t lUnnel,
...'hi<:h di""'harted II poon, C. ..'here" ",l>
inl=n! b)' lhe W."I ~"t"lh Slrm
br:>nch ,.r lhe ,,",,' ""n'l~l)' ~""(I' .) ,,~m

(!iho"'l1 CrolI,,"S lhe I'''' of ,he map from
ItO '0 righl). MICI 11J.lO. ,n ",her ....onk
.....'agc ,hat ....""Id ha,~ cm"n.~I,,,, .-i'·cr
by 'a)' or I'" ca"t. ""as d;'·~I1.d '0 ,t-.:
"' treal"",m plan!. ""'~rnl m,lo> do...·n·
.h 5100m ....a'.' ,n lhe Omaha 'unnd
il..lf ...·oukl ron"m",.' d,""'turF 1/11'"
ri,''''lhmuSl' 1 pit<! oulfall If t:"'nl X. III

!bt "sbr 0( .... ca"~ .......nct'. '

"'-:J,,, Ca'''' "0ll0 IfOal onl) "' a ~.
oq:uolt. />"" hen: ,••hen: .... ......., !hit
" "'fIPIW:d 1..dfWld 1IfIl. ib hIppmcd:ll
C...w,·sCa'~. In lIly~. tht co,..,.~
.........Id ba'", f...... bur Ilfl\lled IN
.. , runher IrUImmr.• 1fOUI1Ih'~

... ~ 1liIW)' ~"I...m

diMOh'cd -m nnf"'l~..:ft--

<r"t <aIt d<pcKIlS .. Ioo:oa:lr".~boI\m..
lbt~ 0( Slcara • .." .n..., 10 •""*' .....'(\'... ..., """" .... Omaha

.\bop> 1heal'ehco .ould he: +wI...... In
tho .'onk of IoroiI ,......, ho_ John
C. LuetLc. 1loc: dIe>d 1ox00llorl"~ pro­
,1dnl .............. nlI.uCC'I........
ponunnylO mm ~'paI>C>o: IIOf onl) '"
tllm_'''l "'" rcvau- pront' ~am """'"
nIOI" .... buI al", ",. doN"llhe slIOp!..
">UIldhou,.,. IIld "'........ppon fac1lo·
,,,,,:'1 The RI....~ph Sir"... !>hops ..~~
""ired in 1\160. lbt ,round ..."'. d • ..-..I.



&riltl piC/, TI>ompscII's r959 gntding".n /(y".. ",.,;".. in wIIIcIl ".. ""rrancfl W Four>'
lain Ca ....1_" top) was 1oca1«1, Shepard Road crosses lh<I miI:1dI<l 01"", map. Tl'Mt
"Mure hisrotic ma"''''- was sired ntt8r mtt Iocalion 01 Parranr's whi<l<ey hovel, sr, Paul
PuIJI;c wOt/<s Dttpsl1ml//lr.

beroming 3 parking Iol. the Dr.I~c Street
AUlO F"",ilily. op<roned by lb< Chicago
and North"·'Sl.m. A recent "i,il di,­
closed Ibat manhole D bad been pal'cd
o..r, 001 cwn a mclal.<JelC<lor could ~nd

it ,),

Tbe upst",am half of Foonuin Ca.'c i'
igllOl'td on Ihc SlroIlle, map. and Ihe
We" Se.'emh Street br:mch I>r lhe sani·
wy sowc, 'y'tcm i' 'hown crossing the
map "'here the line of the ca.'cshould ex·
Irnd. (Thi. led one """cyer II> ,ugge't 1O

lb< author that when Ibi' so"'c, " ... dug
in 1935, the "",ndhog,.- er laborer;. may
h"'e upped ;nlo the ea.'c,) Fer thi,
"WC', "" fer all Olher; in the city. lhe..
~ linen 5Irip map. 31 the St, Paul Se,,'c,
Di\'ision, <hoI',ing plan and profilc. Man·
holr shafu ,unk to ....ss the ..wcr.; pro­
vi<le 5Iralig"'l'!lic data thai arc oflrn
'kctelled into the profile.. 11lc ..we, pro­
filc that 'lices across lb< upstre.m half I>f
the ca"e thu, ron'ti1Uto, 3 geological
cms,·srclion of the Foonuin Ca ..c 'itc l'.
It §how, thai the Omaha Railroad ,hops
are un<lr-rlaid by lumblcrod (f"'llmcmed
PlauC\'ilie Limc5lone), mixed with sand
.nd gra.,.I. whe,..", surrounding bcd"",~

is ",lid lime'tone, Perhaps tumblc"",k
",pl.in, whl' the longesl sandstone ca"c
in the ,t.1r de... lopcd ,,'hen: it did,
GI",,1al Ri ..o, Warnn no! only cut the
gorgc: it .1", di,rnplcd the lime""""
mw ,he ,;1. of the fUlure cavc. Red""gc
of "'ate' 10 the sand,tone w'" g",31cr
"he.. it< Iime.'IOIIC caprod had been
brt""lIed. prornoling ca"om <Ie.'clor­
menl. Nicollet's ~,,'ation, "'e.. Ihus
coofimlCd.

On Stmllle,', .,.p Foonta;n Ca.'e has
lhe tigzag appearance ch'r.lCtcriSlic of
linc--or.,ighl,\Un·cy,. which suggests thll
lhe nlolp should be accurale. 11m nolc how
canogrnphy "ppears lI>centradi" phol"l1'
"'l'!ly. IIlingwonb', pholograph. <00""
,he ca.'. initially heading off into dark·
'Ie." towan! the len,jll" ,,'hen: SlJ01he...
""'p <lepiclS " loog 'traighl pa,sage 10 tile
righL Is Ibi' me",l)' an opIical illusi<m.o'
bad lb< ca"c Io};cn .ootbc, SlOp in it. roJ·
l'p>c-migratioo up the ra,'inc by the time
the ,un'o)'"", arrived?

In the mid-1950s. Arther·Dani.b·
Midl.nd built the "",scm grain cI.-'ator
jll>! l:>eyood the head of the nwinc. giving
ri.. w • rumor Ihat its foondatioo' had



(),. of jllingwolm'~!iCIJVefIir ...."" 01 """",aX> c.."". <:8. 1870. a.bovIo. &low.
WiIIb<Jg/llly Batxx>dr 1it8nc1s'" "'" ClIve ""r,.~, 1922. As Sr. Paul grew. Fountain
CrHk__•and"'" <:ave coufd r>o longer keep;r,; e<ll,a""" IIu$f>q(J Clear0I~,
Mintteso,a HistorlclJl SodtII)' p/lotM

&."o,y<"<I .'""olain Ca,·c, Ifldero. when
,jc,,'ing ,he row or 10w,,1'< "" <lec.:nnia'
""ria' phoI"grnphs. i, looks .5 though 3
guillOline blade: had "">ccndcd. How-­
e,'er. accord,ng to a yard map ov,ned bl"
,he Chicago and ~OI1h"",'cm.lhc only
map In ju.".posc ,he CI<:'-310< and tho line
of tho COI'C. ,h. ca". "'a, IIUl impac1c-.J.

lIul • ",w' me"""" arosoo. Tho ron­
,,""-lion or Sfl<pard R<>a<I .Iong the ri,'••
bluff, ocg.n in the IJle 1950s 10 pnwide
... fa.. """. do•• mown:" In the bJl.1IC<'
of cuI, and rill, 11\0 r.\,-inc w'a, ,1.'Nto
.-«,,;1'. 29.493 oobic l'am, of ·'.;urplu,
••••,'ored ma,.n.,:" FOIlrn.in CO""
''')\lId he coluu,b<\!. Anticipating the
grading crt",. M.)o< Joseph Dillon of
$1. Paul. .nJ hi, city cnS;II<."'. rhe epony­
mous GoOfg. M. Shepard. ""em ,.,:m:h·
ing for the ".'-. un Jone 16. 1959. A ~.

quence of pOOl"l''''P''' altM MinneSOIa
Hi>!"';cal Society ,Ito".. r"" "",n.
dressed to rhe nine<. bush"-""ling
rhn",~h a """"Ioiro·;nfcsled r.I\';ne thar
had b«n described ..' "J dumping
b"'",nd" as carly", the 1920s.

-Ilist"';c Saloon Eludes Offici.I'·
"as the headline on the front p:ige ofrhe
51, P~"I Pioneer P"'<fthe ne,r Jay. "Dil·
100 and Shep.u" coold lind "" .ig" ofrhar
ca,e:' C.,I G. L:inglaoo reported. "Shel'­
ani S<I;d rhar quire Iilel)' falling rock,
....nd and debris have hiddon rhe moorn'"
T<l be lure, lbe sa"", rhing nod happo,lOd
.\C"e",1 timeo< before ar Car..-",,·, Ca,.e.
hor each rime SOI1>l' enterpri,;ng indi,'id·
0,1 had dug it open again. It could n<ll be
S<l here,

!lo"e'cr. OIl Ocwbcr I. 1959. ,bign
c"TIgincer Cloud<' L. Thompson pul hi>
,ignaro", OIl rile grading plan for In;,
werch <lr Shepanl Road. and it ,11<",',
somcrhing labded "Fountain Caw:' In·
trigued b)' this derail. rJtc author coo·
t...·led Tho11l1""" in ",rircn",m, 1llomp.
son 'l.tcd lh:lr ar lhe localioo of Fountain
CaR in 1959. he found a dry rock.hel·
ter. about Ihin)' feet long. Ihal may h,,'e
IJ«n a ",,,,nant of the caw. 1.1

A Ihird ,'crsiOll held thai Fountain
Caw".., found "ullapscd'i lhe time of
the rood project. BUI Ihis ",~nion "'"
fouoo tl) be ba><:<l oIl ".,"'" propcny m.p'
on which lhe ",,'ine it~lf had b«n la·
bekd ··Founl.in C..'c ..·11lte A-oll map
Ih~",s this p"<"uliarily, ),\n outline of lhe

'.•
,

,-~.

-



",,-inc h:.d heen mi,col:~n for a ,n"" of
the ca,'~.

In ''Olde,c lIu'''I<'< Sit. Regaining
rn..'cig.:· i" the ~~mbcr 8, 1959. /)is­

pmch. Scew AI""s ",nll•. wilh ",f.",~

10 fountain C.,·•. CMI "NobOOy. il .p­
pears. c'-Cr had couragc 10 find lIIc ~nd of
lho: tun",,1. Now nobOOy C3J1 n~n find thc
beginning of il:' Fin.lIy. ,be folln",in8
.umme,.oo Augu'l 2. 1960.• fronc'P08e
pboIo in Che: Oi"f'll'ch sho",.d the PM'
tiall)' f,lk'\! r~,'i"". ".. ich a grading crew aI

..-orl.
Th<: gradi"g pbn .""w, SlI<p:ml Rood

crossing o,-cr lhe mou'h of lbe f,lIed
"",;".. cll< .;ce of P-,ui'3J1(, whisiey
"",..,1. bul il docs l10l indicate ..-hac hop­
pened abo,-. lho: remainder. cll< Ii .. of ,he
fooll<r c"-' entrance, It bc<:amc ..'hoc i.
coda)'. a p.[\ing I,~ for ltuc:h ",ai'ing 10
unlood a1 ,he gmi" terminal. no... opc-r•
• trd hl' Ha"-""I Sl.,es C'lIl\l<Mi,'cs_

1l>c .nlJ1lIlCe to Foun",in Cave ..'as
burird bul i15 1.1 SO f«c of I'"-'",g•• ,lil1
._.i,1. SoIllCll.y ~ COO>tnlC1ioo crew ..'ill
t.p into chem S<>rJ\e.. hcT'<. and ,II< .COle
.rcltwlogi'l ..-ill be summoned

lhc Fount.in Cove hi;",ric.1 ,nac\;er
\Va, un".iled 00 I\pril 2~. 1963. by
M.yor George V."'....li< and C"m",i•.
,inner MillOn Ro!<:n.•S "'porlcd by
Laog).1lIl in an ."klt f,.. lb< I'i<mur
1'",,,. The MinrtCSOla Historical Sodl'1y
"as responsiblt f", the ,,,,, on lb< bnmle
1'1"'1"'" ond its """" base was pnwided
by Karl Dctlolpoh C""""'Cli,., Company
fOl"$l.Ioo,'6

R~garding lhe clem,>!! nf r-oonc.in
C,,·. the morler 'Ialed. i" l11iscd. gilded
ICltering, ch.1 'Thrnugh ,he years <l<hri,
3Ccumulatc'llcn blod its ~n,~_" This
was linc '" far";1 ..·cn,. buc" failed 10
address lho: real i,,"., Mcer .11. 1M can
had ",iSle'll for millcni. hcforc ,his, What
had change'<!?

Foon1aio C.,-. waS doomctl fn"n ,be
'"''''''C by the gru"'lh of Ih••'.ry cit~' 10
..'hich ic had gi"cn biT1h_ Urban'/.atioo of
the ~1... i.1 ri, cr I.rr""" under" 00.. ,ur·
f.... ,he ca,-. ""S I(":a'cd had eff",,!> chol
....'" TlOI<'Il .00'-'. n.c 500= of Foun­
tain Creel dried up and ics ,inlOOlc "'as
pluggrd. A, " ",,,,It. 1M now of "Ill. u"­
foiling 'tream-- beca,,'c coo ,luUi'h '0
flUSh .w.y &00'.

Rcponcr EaJ) ChriSlmas ..."wc an .n,·

TIIIJ 0rMi'I<I _ /tJIltIe/ /Qd;Iy. This p#IQIo Dr the IWlhor.<!laws the Fountain C ....
~ <yslem. SWltlM<".,.ItIn<.1onQ the~_ T/Iif ...._ C.MeI giVlln
• b"::lr .rt:fJ BC p/*:fI< whe,e IfgrartJd the <t'VllI1)o7ng rumt>Iero<:Ir ~yer_ TIIIJ """""""
slongthe rlghr wss _ ro" $inkJloIll under the _ /oIachfIe Sho/>. mm.1Iy. c.a....'"
I!IOOfIhI rMl "<inI<flOIe /(" (poinl K OIl Sirorher'" ""'II) IOtlIJ/d prrMdll s />;Jclrdoor into
Fourne" ca.._



c1~ ~ntirlrt! "S:lJ>d,rOllC Under Sr. I""ul
Honeycombed Wirh C.yems:· publ;,t.:d
in rile St. Palll Dllily N,,,·, for April .10.
1922..... hich de",ribed an cxa",inati"" of
Foontain Ca'e bl' Willoughb)" /.-I, H,b­
cock II of It\< MinncSUl. ttiMoncal Soci·
cry. PhoIogf""phs raMn On rhis occasion
were ..Iu.ble in <lucu~Oli"8 It.:
proce.. dcs<:ribed. (The much .leam­
origin.ls are arrlle MinrICSUla Ili>lonca!
Socicty.) A pile of sand p.1nl}' obscnred
rile eOl"'n"". and rt.: caw waS filled .... irh
",.tc, sew",1 fecr deep. COntp.1rt Ihis
Wilh rhe u,ual <lcscripliUll of C.o,'d,
C.,... which conlained a lake. Hydrologi·
cally spe.king. Foonl:lin Caw ,,'as begin.
ning 10 look like anodlt, Ca",ds C",'c,

ChriSlmas c1.imed rhar Long', 1817
dc.<eriplion "tallies "ery closely wirh rhe
ca"c a, ir i, rod.y:' bur hi~ own ph'~o "r
Babcock. wilh irs caplion. only qu.lifitd
rhe .,,,,nion. B.bcock -COl,k! juSl ",ach
the top of tile c",'e .s Ile slO<Xl in irs en·
tr.uH:e:' "'he,,,as Long's csrimarc of rhe
heighr of rhi, em",n"" was ,ixteen feet.
Compari,"n ,,'ilh rhe souycnir ,'icws "r
h.:Ilf. cemury earlie, is ",peeiall)' »Irik·
ing; the human figures are d"'arfe<t by rhe
gapinE portal. Foontain C",'e had ,uc·
cumbed 10 .rterioscle,osis of It.: ground·
ware, .rteries.

Aftel burial in its g""'c unde, Shepord
Road in 1960. Fount.in Ca'.. began 10
lead a ghosrly afrerlife. A ]oc.1 ca"cr
rhOllghrtharlle had delected wale' ema·
naling rrom lhe direclion of rhe ""e, l1lc
hi»loncal marte, iOOic'le, rhal Foonlain
Creek had joined rhe Mississippi ",bout
140 reel <Io"'n,rre.m from rhi, m.rte,:·
Going ro rhe indicaled 'poItod:ly rhere
will be ""n. at rive,·ICl'e1. an R,C.P. (re·
inTim:ro-COOCre1c pipel. fM)"I"n incllcs
in diameler. projccling from the wec<J·
COl'ered emb.,nk~nt. A rricklc of warcr
f'OU" oul. Coold rhi, ,omehow be lhe
s.:lITIC w.te, rh.r Major Long had secn.'
e"nr ury· aOO·rhrcc-qu.rte" earlier?

The c.w, climbed in and beg,n 10
lrocc rhe walelon h.nds and k....." Fol·
Io"'ing rhe old COl'''"' of foonlain Crcek.
lhe pipe "'oond ir, waJ' lhrough the burirt!
",,'inc 10ward Fount.in C.,.c, Afler he
had Cf1Iwkd 386 reel. rhe pipe >uddcnl>'
"l"'ncd into aliodlic·sh.pcd ,pace in thc
saOOrock. lliSh and ....,i<!c ellOllgh ro staOO
in. it "'as. place much frequented by rx·

coons. judging by rhe fOOlprints .00
sc.rs, II ,,'as an unexpcc1rt! disco"cry.

Hy oow the rumble of cars u"erhea<!
had dirt! a,,'.y. alld oothing rould be
hean! but the dri(ll'inE of "'ate,. The
cawr poinltd his fla.,hlight i"l0 lht: dart·
nes.; aOO continued ro follow lhe ri,'ulel,
AI inr~n'ak nieht:s won: sec" in the
smok~-bl..kencd u'alil. l",,'ing as
IhOIIgh rtley w~re ,oc.nlro hold ,',OOb,
Sc'"t1lIl hnOOred feel Ialcr. rhe narrow
pa'sagc ~.pandcd inro a circnlar roo,,, in
the sandrock. Again" lhe left "',II of thil
"",m rile"" was ,n old brick ,n,nhok
shaO leading up ro,,'an! rhc ,urf..~, Ap·
pn..ching f", • civscr look. he gashed hi,
bead open on a 1\111)" pipe thar ",n .long
It.: ,,,iling,

I can lIill feel thar bump. Unkno.....·
ingly at rhe rime. I hadju,r rcdiseo"ercd
Strorher"s ing~nioos pipe sYltem. and lhe
old Omaha tunocl. Hur the ,ih'er rh",ad
ne"er did lead 10 Foonrain Ca,'c, '"The
House of rhe G",al Spirir:' as Natiw
I\merican, caned such plxes. had been
sc,led f"re"cr. 17
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1I0oI; I-JOS-C for the ".;!,..I "'".<~.....'" on
~'''''h II>< p><Iini plan ~-.. ba>cd,
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IJ. O..g Brick. 1b: """ ro< Faun,,;n

C.,~.- Millll"",a Spfirol,,~,· MOlt'''''' 16:1
0"".-1"", 1':11'-1, PI' ....11. Thi, ani<1< ~;" ...
rl«>.ilN ..c....... orth< "'~« c,pknrion,

G".g Bri,'k rn.. '/~'" J<uro ~API"Ti"JI
,."..... and Sn\'U' "",1fT ,h~ Twin Cjli".
lunhrrillJ( un jlll'''''' in url>un g"II"K)'.
A m,m~T 01 ,h~ """,i'''llIl S"..IN>i"girol
SO";"J./w w<u I,,,,u,,.d in ul'rr~1 "''''•.
""1''' ~nid" lOT hi., "di.ro1"ry· '"
Ch",~·. C",'~ ~,",,, Mi'1lI~~poli. i"
1m. Mo" ",c,IIII)" h, T.,...h."d ~"

"",ardI"r "" in\'~"iK~'i"" ol,h, hi'IOTi,.
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