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Recollections of Antoine Grignon'

I was born at old Fort Crawford, Prairie du Chien, Jan. 9,
18282 My father, Amable Grignon, whe wag of French and
‘Winnebago descent, was born at Portage, Wisconsin ;* my mother,
Avchange La Bathe, wag born at Prairie da Chien of a French
#father and Sionx mother, being & eousin of Wabashaw, the Sionx
chie! whose viliege was locafed om the site of Winona, Minne-
sota.t Bhe was a sigter of Franpois La Bathe, the noted trader,
long a trosted employes of the American Fur Company.”
Amable Grigron scted 28 intetpreter for the Federal Govern-
ment oo veriops oecasions, aud wes stetioned for & ammber of

*This pxed Monser ded at Trempealeaw, Iuly 24, 1912, He was opes
of tha fow aurrlvess of the Metrading régime i ‘Wisconsin, and hin
recolloctions were ascored by his Pallow towneman, Iir. Eben D.
Termme, The treoseriber writea, "I have written mxet of this nar-
Tatlva Just na Grigoonm teld it to me  In game pleces T have not
nged bls exact words, bot have trisd to convey hls meanlpg in laa-
guage of my own constroction™ ‘The interview was written in the
- Bhaps it 1y hero pressnted 11 Decembar, 1912, and January, 1913.—Hn,

*Tha record of Anteine’'s baptlsm la preserved in tha Prairie do
Chlen Begister. He wap, in fact, boro Jan, #, 1829, and baptized Jan. 17
by Fathar F. V. Hadin. Hia godfather was Freogola La Bathe, reprs-
gerted In his abesnes By Dwnys Cherrlet, snd bhis godmother was
F¥irginde Fisher. A copy of the Rspieter, the orizinal of which iz in
Moptreal, in tn the ‘Wikconsio Histerlcal Libcary.—En.

" Par 5 hrief aketeh of thls person, aee Wi Hifl. Colis, xx, 3 16T,
nebe 2L Antolne, in ap Interview in 1989 with Chades B Brown of
the Snctety'a etal, stated that In 1825 or 1626 hia father had m trading
poat v the gite of the present Dekota, Mino.—ED,

*Por thiz chlel, aee Wis. Hist. Telfx, xvil, p. 328 note 1; also X4,
XX, podtinm—EDn .

*8wea note on this trader io Wi, Hist Scc. Proctedings, 1966,
I 263 —Hp,
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Recollections of Gngnon

years at Fort Crawford as interpreter for ita commandant, Col.
Zachsry Taylor.*

There were ihres children in the family, Paul, Amhnnga, and
myself, and although our parents had but & limited education,
they determined to give their children the best opporiunities
within their reach. So I was taken to Col. Zechary Taylor,
who permitied me to attend the pobool conducted in the garﬁm.,
thus laying the fonndatice for an edueatien.

Col. Zachary Taylor was & very active man, glert, rough, and
quick, but the soldiers thonght a grest deal of him, snd my
father pdmired him above all men, He waa kind to those in need’
apd did what he could for the betterment of the inhabitants of
Prairie du Chien in my day, I'il never forget hie negro servant,
whose aMin was as black as tar; I first saw himo when T was &
youngster soms seven years old, and wag nearly frightened mmt
of my wits, and ran bome as fast A my trembling limbe eonld
esrry me. My! but I was afraid of that black man, as I called
nim. He used to take delight in frighteping me when he found
how afraid I wes of him.

I next weat for two terms to a private schoel conducted by &
Mr, Cady. [Cadle],” then John Hancy became my teacher, There
were 10 public schools in that day et Prairie du Chien, and the
parents of the pupils in the private schocls paid the teacher »
certain ewount sach month for their instruction. I remember,
too, my Franeh teacher, a Mr. Gibeult, who also tsnght Englich ;
and a lady by the name of Myx. Crosby who held sehool in her
hema,

When [ was & Tittle past twelve years of age I went to schoal
to Rev. Joseph Crétin, a Csthelic clergyman, who afterwards

*Col. Eachery Tarlor came to Prairis du Chien o 1536 as =om-
mendant of Fort Crawford; the same yvar he delermined to removs
the fort to bigber gromnd, snd bogac the new fort, Aolehed o 1601,
He contlnued o colomend nati! 16856.—En,

*Rev. Richard Cpdle bad bean {a charge from 1837 to 183% of am
Epigcopal miieslon school st Green Bay (see Wi Hin Coife, xlv,.
pasris). The latter year he reslgned, and wae s00n afier apDoIGted:
chapiaiz at Fort Crawferd where he remedned uptll 1841, Ha was.
probably the teacher (o whom the wrlter refera—Eo.
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became biskop of St. Paul! By the time I was fifteen years of
age I had & fair edneation in the common branches of Boglish®
any was ready t0 go out inie the world better eqmpped than
aacst French Canadian boye of my time.

Early Prairie du Chien

Prairie du Clien wes a ginall village at that time; the Freach
Yivedl on ihe west side of a slough near the river, and the
American families lived on the epat side of the slough. The
French were mostly sgrientturists with a number of trappers
and traders smorg them a3 well sz voyagenrs. Censiderable sbock
wan reiged by the farmers in the vicimty of the village, axd 1o
one over thought of bullding e fence. They just let the etock
Tun at large, Some corn wes raised; 1 don’t remember ever
seeing dent corn at that time, it 'was all fing earn,

The Freneh were s very hoapitable people enjoying life m a
happy, core-free manner. They were fond of dencing and feant-
ing—in farf they were 5 merry set of people. They would gather
at chosen bomes to have their festivities and the young folke
would danee and play games while the older gnes joined in card-
playing or etery-telling, swapping yarns, or perhaps singing
gome of the lively songs of their langnage. Drinking was alio
indulged in, thovgh Dot s & usval thing o excess, for the
merrymekers were hilarious enough withont the zid of the
flowing bow!, As g clags these people were very mecommaodst-
ieg, and would de a kindness tn one in need sa reedily as they
would turn put to a feast,

* Jogeph Oratin way born in 1500 in France, came to America aa a
misrionary priast, belng staticoed In 1529 at Dubugea, Thera in 1544
he thegen A sehool for Winoebego childten, which was oext rear dis-
continved by the gevernor of Iowe. Griguen doea not say the schoo! he
sttepdad was at Prajrle da Chien, and it s possible he went to ths
mission school st Tuhoque. Crétin contioued at that place uatll the
aen af A1, Fanl (Minn.) was erected (1350), whose firat hizhop he be-
-eante, dyicg there Feb. 22, 1867 —EBn,

*@riguon told €. E. Brown o the intarvlaw rafarrad to. gule, nota
A, that he atiended tor o time the misslon echool 6t Tellow Htver, Iowa,
of whicrh Eay, Dayid LowTy had charge. For an account of this acheal,
aor Wis, Hige, Cotla, xii, p. 405.—ED.
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Beginnings of Trempealean

‘When T was fifteen years old T went to work for the Ameri-
¢an Fur Compeany under s sub-agent named- Alexis P, Bailly of
Wabashe, Minnesota'®. I was eent out {o Turkey River, Towa.
We went by wagon fifty miles aouthwest of Prairie dn Chien,
where a tore building wea erected and trade opened among the
© Winnebego. A few months later I came beek to Prairie du.
Chion, and went by the steamboai ““Otter™ up the Mississippi
to Trempealean which weae then known az Reed's Lending or
Reed's Town. James Reed had marvied my widowed mother
and I vimited ber 2t his home, & lerge log house nesr the river.™

Thers were but a few families in Heed's Town., John B.

Doville'® and family were living there. He had been conducting
& wood yard over on the island opposite Trempealenn for & fow
vesrs, having heen sant in 1848 by Franceis Le Bathe to ocenpy
the ifland and furnish cord-wood for the sicamboata passing
up and down the river. Joseph Reed, & French Canadian, ac-
companied him.
~ Thae real object in holding the island wes to secure the fur-
trade, and to keep Wabashaw's band of Bionz frem giving their
trade to rival companies.
- Dovills wes guite an sgrieulturist; he cu]twated the lamd
formerly broken by Louls Stram at the Bwiss mission,'* and alse
broke 0p more on the flat near where the ity patrk is now lo-
ceted. He sowed osts, wheat, fsxseed, potatoes, and beans,
He hag the honor, I think, of being the first farmer in Trem-
pealean County, Stram broke the flrat land, but did not sow
any seed except for garden purposes.

¥ For a eketch of thiz eradar, wheze nama was frequantly anglicizad
int> Beller, ses Id, xx, p. 137, nota GE—EnD.

W Res an account af tha founding of Trempealsaau in Wiz Hisk Boe.
Progeedings, 1906, pp. 246-2366.—En.

uw Yoht B. Thoville {apoken alf pa James Douville in Ihid, p. 262) waa
n aom-dndew of Jamegp fesd, and the fret permanext gettler of Trem-
peplesy,  His companion, Josaph {alao celled Antoine) Head, was a
Franch Canadlsn, not related to Jamer Reod.—Eo,

4Py pa account of this missich, see Wis Al Oslls, x, pp 387,
f0é, EOT; Proceedings, 1906, pp. 251, 252
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Alexsmder Cheneveri® was living upon the site thet afier-
wards became the old Grant place. Farther up the river near
Fred Ford's present residence, lived the Bunpells—Willard
and Lafeyette. "Willard lived here wotl 1548, when he moved
acroes into Minnesota. Lafsyeite Buonell had moved to
Minnesota a couple of years before his brother Willard.:* Thera
was snother Frronchman here at that time by the name of Miche}
oulet who chopped weod for Reed, and worked at odd jobs
whenever opportunity offered. He did ool remaln long, s fow
years perhaps, and then went farther north.'*

T worked for Mr. Beed, who wap farmer for Wabashaw's band
of Sioux at Winona, end as ha could get home only occagionsTy
I belped look after his stock, and bmilt seme pole fenees for him
in the full of 1843, on what efterwards became the Van Engen
farm. 'This wes the flyst fence buflt in the eounty. Reed had
vooaderable stock, aeveral hesd of cattle, a huneh of ponjes, and
some blocded horess. They grozed on the hills, and ¢ut om
Trempealesn Prairie and required littls attention surmmer or
winter, althongh we atways put up some wild hay for them in
cage decp snow should meke the grazing duficult. Cattle suf-

H Arcording to the Prairie do Chiem Repisier, Alexander Chenevel,
son of Franools Chenever pnd Marle Loolse Giard was born st that
place Jao. ift, 1827, anpd bebi{red Aug. 16 of the paite yeur, He mar-
ried a daughter of Jamea Heed—Em. .

“Y¥iilard B. Buonaell wa% born 1o 1814 gf Humer, N. ¥. Ha ran
away and salled upon the Great Lakes ex pilot until 1532, whep b
peitled at Detroit and thers married, 1o 1837, Metllda Desnoyer., Hur-
ing eotered the furtrade, he gpept the winter of 1841—42 z¢ the ste
of Escapaba, Mich.; then removed Weat, areiving In Trempeslesm,
Jouly, 1343 In 13483 he made arrapgements o eemoevs to the Minne-
suts aide of the river, where be gocnpiad in 1849, by permiyglon of tha
chief, Wabagheaw, the ute of the village of Homer, There he disd in
1261. Hia brother, Latayetts Heughton, was born 1o 1624, r¢maoved to
Detrolt o 1833, nnd gecompgnlesd hig brothar o Wigconsly ig 184142,
He collsted in the Mevican War, sought for godd 1o Cal'fernis, mnd
after atndylog medicine, enlisted aa surgecn of the 36th Wisconsin
Infantry, and in 1865 served in the samve eapacity In the 1st Minde-
scta Battalicn. He wee the historlan of Winoona, Minw., where he
&led 1o 1903 B

“RPor ag sieount of Goulet and his tragle dexth, sos Lo H. Buonall,
Wingro end r Enpirohs (Winooa, Mino.,, 1887}, 3 219.—Eb,
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Recollections of Grignon

fered more during the deepr snow than the horees, whe eounld
more eesily paw the snow away.

In 1844 a Frenchman, Assalin, came to Reed's Town. He
was a carpenter by trade and manofactured for Mr. Beed the
frst wagon in the connty, thet is, he made the weodwork, bat
tke iron had to be shipped up from Prairie du Chien, Besideg
earpenter work snd wagon-making Assalin manufactured sleds
and French traing,

In speaking of these early French settlers 1 mmet not forget
to mention Peter Rovssean who helped Reed build his house.
Roupeean was ao expert with a broad-ax and hewed the Jogs
for Reed’sx honse, This had two stories, was large and roomy,
and gerved well its purpose 88 an old-fashioned backwoods iom.

Eeed kept & bar, snd T have offen seen travelers sleeping on
the floor rolled up in their blankets, Beds were a luxury seldom
indulged in at that perind. Arcund the old-fashiened fireplace
in Reed’s inn was often gathered s strangs &nd varied company
-—traders, entveyors, trappers, and hunters, and & few blanketed
Indians. As they sat smoking by the blaziog fire in the evening,
Yoy might have heard siories ¢f adventure that would thrill
the heert of the dullest listener.

About the same year, 1844 there came to Trempeslean (Reed's
Tewn) a Frenchman by the name of Antgine La Terrenr, whe
wea a cabinet-maker. He menufactured chairs, bureaus, cheats,
and gther furniture, and wae the first in our county to do work
of thet kind. HBome of the chairs he manufzetured are stili, or
were & few years ago, in the powsession of Le Vigne in Cedar
Valley, Minnesota

In 1845, Michel Bebanlt came here and hired ont e 2 wood-
chopper over on the island at the steambost wood yard. Ha
was bout the best wood—chepper 1 ever saw at work, Thres
vears later Leander Bebault sand Jobn La Vigne'' same with
their familjes to settle in Trempealesu, La Vigne bonght a litils
piece of land up in the tamarack, but kad not lived there long
when he decided to move acroms the river to Minnesota, where
be settled it Cedar vﬂlejr_ '

17 Jean Baptiste Tavigne was no early wotiler of Green Bay, see Wip,
Hixt, falls., xx, 0. 148, note 22, Probably the Trempealean petilar waa
his son. Louis Bibesw {Bebault} wes ko early Ilinols teader, pog-
rihly the progenitor of these plomeers of Trempealsen.—Fp,
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Hardships of Mail-Carriers

Joseph Reed becarne s mail-carrier, and I think it worth while
to relate some of the hardshipa he woderwent in performing his
duty. His rouie lay slong the Mississippi from Prairie du
Chien to Wakashaw’s village at Winona. At the latter place
he met the mail-earrier from Fart Snelling, near St. Paul, and
after ezchanging mails the twoe returned te their respective
starting-points. The trip was made by caboe in saummer, and
hy Freneh truin on the river-ice in winter, and by pony with
- saddle-baga at times when neither eance nor French train eonld
be used.

* One year, in the letter part of winter, esrly in March I think,
Joseph Reed sterted from Prairie du Chien with {he government
mail bound for Winona. When he arrived the carrier from 5t
Poul wos not there. It wes mild weather, sc Beed concluded to
proceed om his journey until be met his partner from up river.
By the time he reachsd Holmes's Landing,'? the westher hed
grown conaiderably warner, and the jee showed signs of break.
Ing up. 5tll he pushed on, and urging hin pony over the ice,
eped oway towards the north, On pesring Minneiska*? he beard
the ice begin to give way—groan, erack, and move; loaking
about be saw that an island in the river offered his only place of
‘gaeape from drowming, sg the jco was fast bresking up, He
made hiz way thither, and arriving in safaty started to explore
hin new guarters. He had gohe but a short distanee when he
ran acroes the 3t. Paul mail-carrier wha kad likewise made the
~ island in safety, By this time the ice in the river wes moviog
fast, and before ancther day had nearly cleared. So there they
were with little provision, shat off from the mainland by s wide
channel.

After their provigions gave out, they subsisted on rose-apples;

they helloced in vain for help, but it was a sparsely-settled

¥ Holmes's Landing was oeer the gite of the present Fountein CILY,
Boffale County, and was mpettled o 1839 by Thomae A. Heolmes, pre-
viomely of Milwaukee and Rock County. It wae a well-knawn port of
call on the upper Mimsleeippl—ED.

= dinnelske 18 on the Miopesota side, in the gouthesstern angle af
Wabasha County—ED. .
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regisn at that time and no opne heard thewm. After living on the
island nesrly twa weeks, they were reacued by a party of Bionz
who wers coming down the river In canoes. The Sicux took
tha two mail cerriers into their canoes and left them 4t Holmea'™s
Landing where aftor two weeks of recuperation they resmmed
their rogtes. They were weal, emaciated, snd nesrly starved to
death,

Dodge’s Home Guards

I remained in Trempeslean until the year before the Mexican
War broke out, when I returned to Prairie du Chien snd went
to work in & blacksmith chop, When war with Mexico was de-
clared, T enlisted In Governor Dodge's Tepimont of home puards,
gerving therein for & yeer. We did not go out of the State, but
were held in readincss in cass we should he needed ™ Whils
in setvien at Praivie do Chien during the winter of 1845647,
a report came to our esmmander that the Indiang were massa-
ering the whites in the locality where Vernon County now is.
We were ordernd out and with great diffieuliy marched wp
through the desp snow to the supposed scene of murder. When
we artived we found the report was false; the whites hed not
heen disturhed 1o the lesat, pod ne Indians Bad been seen in
that region for & -number of wesks: So we retorned inglori-
cudly to our quariers at Praivie du Chien.

In the Fur-Trade

After getting my discharge I went to work as clerk for the
American Fur Company in their atore at Prairie dn Chisn
nnder B. N. Brishois?' I remained in -their employ unntil
June, 1848, when I decided to go north and teok the steamboat,
“Lgdy Franklin® for 8t. Panl.

I noon secured employment at Fort Snelling, helping to get
up hay for the cavalry stationmed there at the time. I drowe

" Grignon Jater drew g petsion &4 & Mexlean War veieran —3Ho
% Bep the “Recollectlons” of thip plonear in Wig. Hisf, Colir, iz pp.
2ez-302.--Er.
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team 8nd helped stack for s few weeks, when & man from St.-
Paul eame and asked if I wonld run a hoarding-hogss and har
for im at thet place. 1 complied with his request, and worked:
for bim for two mounthg; st the end of this time I went downy
the river in ome of A. P. Bailly'a boats £ far as Wabushn,
where 1 went to work for Bailly.. He was postmaster, and I
cartied the meil to end from the hoats and also worked in the
ptore &8 clerle, While there T waa appointed depmty sheriff,
and served papers on 2 men who was acensed of atealing poodm:
from my ecmployer. I had a search werrsut znd went and looked
aver the man's house, but found none of the stelen goode in his
POBECERiON.

1n the winter of 194% Bailly fixed me up a big load of geodn
on a French train, with a pony to havl it down the river; I took
my departure for the site of Fountain City, where there wae a
large camp of Sionz. 1 traded among them until the spring of
1850, wher 1 loaded my goods in & cance and made my WAY
down the river and through the sloughs to the present mts of
Marshland, where there was alsp a Sionx camp. I sold my
pony and train to the Indiang gnd bought a ¢anoe of them, and
traded with them for & number of weeks. They had heen trap-
ping op Trempealean River, and had s fine lot of beaver,
otter, marten, mink, and muoskrat pelts. I had for my store
2 Sjour hut made vut of buffalo hides—as comFortable 24 one
eonld wish, After the spring huoting and trapping was ey
I returned to Wabasha, but not until I had an opportunity of
attending a medicine danee at Minmeowsh, mat far above the
present town of Homer, Minnesots.

Winnebago Removal

In the early fiftien the Winnebago were removed to Long
- Prairie, Minnesots. I. M. Rice™ had charge of their removal

uIn 1848, o fowr Winnebaga chisafs vigiting in Weashingion were I7-
dueed to aign g treaty whershy thalr t+ba wes Lo remors to o TERAEYA-
thm fa Minpesots Territory, north of 3t Peter's [Minnesota) River
apd weat of the Missiegippl. The members of the tribe as a whole
repudaiad the treaty; meverthelewm, In 1845 attempits were made %o
indnes themn to remove thither, They disliked the couriry, and werw
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and seeured my serviess to help him, We took the steamboat
“Yenkee'" from St Paul, and on the way down the river Riee
asked me to accompany him om deck from which vantege point
he thought wa could locate the Indian éamps near the river to
good advaniege. Ho we ast out o& deck locking over the country
for Indian campa. .Just below Wincens L saw ameke, and locsted
it about where Sugar Loaf ia at present. Woe kept a sharp look-
out on the smoke, and when the boat roonded a bend we saw
it was an Indian camp &8 I had prodicted.

At Minneowah the boat stopped and let me off sud I made
my way 23 best [ conld through thicketa aleng the bluffz to the
camp which proved to be ane of Winnebago. I told the Indisns
py mission and they at ooece began breaking camp and leading
their canoss. When they were ready, I accompanicd them to
Treinpealesan where they remained all night. Mr, Rice, 8. B.
Lowry, and David Olmstead® whoe were workipg in the interests
of the government in removing the Winnebage to the reserva-
tion, stayed all night with Mr. Reed, end next merning we all
went to La Crosse, taling cor band of Indians with ns. A
few miles above La Crosss we located another Indian camp on
French Island and took them also with us to La Crosse. There
the Indiang were loaded on barges and inte boats and tsken by
stepnhoat to St. Peul, whenee they wers carried overlsnd by
wagons to Long Frairie, Minnesota, the new home.
afraid of the pelghboring Sloux, and gradoally retorned In small
bands to their ¢ld homes; slong the Mispimeippl and Wisconaln, Peri-
adlcally they wara gathered up end remowved. It waa probably one
of theasa Iatar axzembiagen whicsh Grignon here deseribes.

H. M ERieo {1816-04) cama Ifrom Vermont i{oc Minnessta In 1830,
where he engaged ig the fartrade. In 1EG3-G7 Be was territarial delw
gate, zid Iater Oret senator from the new atate (1865-63).—1n,

"Zrvanus B. Lowry end David Olmstead wore bolh Amariean Indian
traders. The former hed o poat near the present Brockway, Minn.:
wag adijntant-geoeral of the tervitory Su 1853 lald got the town of
&t Cloud. and died there to 1881, Olmstead (1823461} came from

Yarmont €0 <stabiisk a trading poet at Long Prairle; wes president
ot the Arst territorial legielatore, and first taayor of St Paol—Fon.
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Hodson Ba}r Cnmpnny

A few monthes after the remowval of the Indiane 1 went to the
office of the Hudson Bay Compsay in 8t. Pan! and told one
of the head officera I intended to ga to Long Prairie,™ and asked
him if there waa a chance to work for his eompany there, He .
asked me my name and when ¥ told him, he looked over some
papers lying on a desk and retorned to where 1 atood aaying,
{"¥es, Mr, Grignon, you ean have employment at once. There
will be a place for you in our atore at Long Prairie.””
The Hudsen Bay Cempany hed a large store at that place,
where they kopt a Jine of Indian supplies of the very hest
materis, Theif blankets made of al! wool were the best I ever
saw, Thore waz no shoddy elothing in their store, and it was
a satisfretion to work for them, 'We bought all kinda of fur
from the Indiane and trappers, and I remember one year taking
in T raccoon skins, besides marten, mink, fox, and muoskvat
pelts,

Early 5{. Paul

It was a sight to gee 5t. Panl et that time, It was & trading
post, and had the largest warchouses of any in the West, be-
cange more for was broucht there for ghipment, From 5t. Panl
the peltry was shipped by bont to points down river, St Lonie
waa & hig shipping centre for fur companics and mmuch of the
onorthern fur went there to be reshipped.

The Hudson Bay Company used fwo-wheel carta to carry
their sapplics out into the country, and to bring in the bandise
or halea of furs. You could see long lines of earts coming and
goihg in the Bt. Paunl sirects at any time. These carts bad two
high selid ‘wheels nearly as fall a3 2 petmon’s head; then there
was a large strongly-constructed hox between the wheels, These
carts were drawn by an ox, & buffale, or & horee, and it is sor-

prising what a load one animal conld draw. These eart-trains

“%he Loux Prairie sgency seema bo have Deem Dosr the present
town of that pame, g Tadd County, Micn.—Ep.
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were the only ohes runnitg in and out of St. Paul when 1 first
vigited there—what & change has taken place sinee thenl

Trading at Blue Earth

In IB34, I returned to Trempealean and remained &t home
with my family until 1858. In tha latter year Nathan Myrick,
the ploneer settler of La Crosse,® wrots me = leiter asling me
to take charpge as interpreter of hin gtore st Blue Earth, Minne-
pofa. Accordingly I went to” Blue Barth ond began work for
Myrick The Winnebsgo had meanwhile been removed from
Long Trairle to the Blue Earth apgency,® and Myrick opened
a store at the latter place to sgeure their frade. Myriek told
e te trust all Tndiaps that wers honest, but to look ont for the
rescals, and eaid, *“yon kave traded with them a long time and
know them well and sp yor kuow the good ones from the bad
ones.” T trusted them to the amount of over $2,000, and when
they reccived their government annuity I gei all the money
they owed me, or very mearly ell; T think ¥ lost less than ten
dollars in dealing with them.

I remained at Blue Earth until winter end then retorned
heome to Trempealean, 1 did oot like the Praipie conotry and
I wanted to be with my family, slthough Myriek offered to fix
up & place where my family conld stay st Blue Earth,

_In 1850, T married Mary Christine de La Ronde, 8 girl from
Portaga, Wisconsin, whess father is well known to 'Wisconsin
higtory, 2nd whoss nmretive ocours in the Cellerfione of the
Wiseonsin Historice! Soviety.™ Founrteen children wers born

¥ Mathan Myrick (1822-180%) founder of L Crogse. came there in
1841 from Weatport, N. T. In 1543 bhe eold omt his landed interests
#nA removed to Bt Paul, bat contlnued te frade at severel places on the
Migpleaippl. "Ha eslebrated hia zolden wedding, 1963, in At. Paul, and
died thera ten yearg Jater —Ep,

= 1p 1885, the Witpshage sold their Long Praicis reservatlion to the
goreriment, and wers assigned to one in Blue Earth County, Mipn.,
which they ratained nntl! remcoved {1853) to B reservetion in .
Nebrarka —ED.

¥ For thizs narrative, gee vol. vif, pp, 346-366; hiy obltuary I in 74,
iz, 3. 421, According to an arilele in the Trempealsau Bergid, Dec.
17, 1909, Bary Christine d& La Ronds Grignon was born at Portage,
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10 e, six of whom are atill Jiving, three boys and threa girls*
The girls when they wers young ladies were noted in this part
of the country for their singing; one of them hecame a school
teneher pnd was very enocessful in her work.

An [ndian Census

In 1831 Major Halleck ecame from Weshington, D, ., to
ennmerate the Winnshage, and wrots for ma to assist him in the
work.®* We went to Eland Junction snd ennmersted Big
Black Hawk's band,™ snd then proceeded to Black River Falls;
after completing the work there, we went to Portage and Kil-
bourn, and whersver we could locats g camp of this tribe, Next
spring [ went with Major Halleck to Stevena Point to meke a
payment to the Indiaps and was with him & year, and when-
ever 6 payment was mede T helped to locats and get the names
of the Indizns on the pey-roll. I sley helped aucvey the land
above Bleck River Falle, and semisted in iocating the Indisns
on their homesteads, [ hewe agoted ae interpreter on varions
oceanions for the Federal Gouvernment, and on mattera of busi-
now have helped the Indiana whenever I conld. I have lived

Christmes day. 1335 married at Tong Prairie, Feh. 4, 1851, and dlad
at Trempepleatt, Deq, &, 190% She was at the time of her death one
©f the oldest settiers of the town.—Ep

= The newspaper artlcle mentioned In the preceding noie glves the
nsmeg of there children &m follows: Ralph J. Grigpoom, of St Paul;
Alezander Grignon, of Oshkoah; Guy A Grienon, of Glen Flora, Wie;
Mrs, Mary Jebh, of Peroesville, Mina.; Mre Camille Dederich, of San-
doaky, Wis.; ¥re. Keitle Co¥ls, of Trempealean —Eo,

= Tan. 1B, 1BBl, Congreas passed an "Act for the rellef of tha Wis-
voneln Winnebago,” one of the provislons of which was that o com-
plete cenaus of the members of that tribe, scatiersd throoghout the
northern woods, should be takew, Aand their share of the Winnehaga
trust funds allotted to them; alse that they shenld have dilea to chelr
lands eeslgned them In perpetuity. Majl. Wialier F. Halleck, a retired
srmy cificer, waa appolnted special agent to take thia censun. Grignon
appeara bo have been in his emplor onifl 1684, whea Helleck retired
from the agency. Transeripts of several lettera from  Halleek to
Grignon, showlng appracietlon of the Intter's services, ere in the Ho-
cietyy Librarr-—Er.

™ Par ap aceount of this chief, see P4 Hist. Colls., =i, p. 420—Ho.
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here most of the time mince I quit work for Myrick, snd hava
always made my home in Trempealean, being away oaly om
tmsiness for ghort intervals. T live in the same houac that T
bourght in 1357,

o

A Wisconsin Pioneer

I would like to sny 8 word about Jameg Heed, He was a
remarkable man for his time, when just soch a man was needed.
T firat saw Rend in Prairie du Chien when I was a boy &and he
wig !{eéping tavern there. He was not & tall man, mediam in
height bot thickset, with a deep cheat. He had bluish-gray
eyes aod a sandy or florid complexion, Ile was & good shot, ona
of the best I ever saw, and the Indians far and wide were aware
of hig gkill with the rifle. 1 have geen him kill cleven prairie
chicken in twelve shots, in the trees on the igland aerczs from
Trempeslean, He was several rods away from the gamae when
he ghot. I have elso seen him ghoot the head from & partridge
gt a good distance,

{One day a merchant from Rock Tsland, Illinois, who had
sdvanced supplies to some lumbérmen at Black River Falls,
called at Reed’s inn and esked the way to the Flalls, Reed in-
guired if the man intended fo go alone, and he angwered he did.
“You will fod it difficelt to make your way,"’ replied the cld
hunter, “*there are ne roads and the trails are gnmsrked and
hard to find unless you are acquainted with the country.” The
man 83}l he had a compass and thowpht he eonid find his way
all right. He remained all oight, end in the morning Beed end
T eceompanied him on ponies to Beaver Creek, nnd saw him
Aafely across the stream before we took our departurs for home.
Ope sfterncon a woek later the man came crawling into Reed's
ine almost oxhanated. e had lost his way and wandered abont
in the neighborhood of Decorah’s Peak for a number of days
goheieting on roots and berrics. He waa scratched abeot the
face and hands, his clothing was in shreds, and when he reached
Trempealean Prairie, he was so exhensted thot he hed to crawl
for three or four miles on Lis hande and kpess. He remained
4t Reed's cabin about two weeks and then went home without
attempting to visit the lumbermen at Black River Fallg,
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Reesd oould spepk geveral Indian dislectz and was as wall
actueinted with Indian character as any man 1 ever Imew.
He was of & kind disposition and geperally used mild
measured in hin dealings with the Indiang: but when diplomecy
failed, he was & different man and his temper once greused, he
" feared nothing, snd could bring his »ifle into play as handily
ng any backwoodsman I cver eaw. He was noted for his fear-
leseness as well as for hia expert marksmanship,

Fur-trading Customs

In locking back over the depsried years, I ¢an see Prairic du
Chien as it wes when I played along ite strecis a3 a hoy. The
strange, wild life of thd hunters, traders, and trappers thrilled
me, and I was often on hand to see the fleets of cances from
the northland with their throng of painfed Indians or, {0 see
the vovagenrs arrive with theip bateanx of furs. Indiana eame

" from far snd near to trade at Prairie du Chien, which was in
regdity a big post with stores and wearehonses belenging prin-
cipally to the American Fur Company. From the north, the
region glong Minpesots snd Chippewe Rivers, and the upper
Missinmippi, came the Sionx, Winnebagoe, Chippews, and Me-
nominee. Down the Wisconain came bands of Indians belong-
ng to different tribes. The Iowa, Bank, and Foxes came from
the river helow Prairie du Chien, The Indians traveled mostly
by river in canoes, but a few came on ponies, nfoot, and horsa-
back from tha interior.

When the Indiene came down or up the river, they wara
painted in their most gaudy colors, the Ducks nsing red, yellow,
and green te decprate their faces, while the sguawa psed wer-
milion, and paimted & round spot of this coler on ench cheek and
a siresk down the middle of their hair where it was parted.
The canoes-used in thesa journeys were both the dogout and
the birch bark, and a feet usually conmisted of & dozen or fiftecn
boats, bat I have seen a8 many sa forty in onc fotilla. The
Indisng hrovght with them fars, wild game, and peramican made
ont of clean, fat venison prunded o a puip, or of buffale meat
treated in the same manner, They also brought venison end
buffalo meet that ked been jerked, scorched, and smoked. They

[124]



Recollections of Grignon

likewise bronght baskets, mats, wild honey, maple sugsr, berrien
in sesson, and dried lotus.root, which when cooked tasted like .
a potate. The Indisns also mede brooms ont of biveh, hickory,
or esh wood. With these commodities they hought or secured in
barter flonr, pork, eoffee, tobaceo, blankets, hetchets, kuives,
dress-goods, ribbone, ammuuition, and irinkete of many kinds.
I ymet not Jorget to mention bowe and arrews which the Indiaom
made and ecld to the whites, especially to the young boys; they.
also sold buckskin gnd moecasing. These bands of Indizne
would remain a week or two to trade at Prairia du Chien and
the surrounding neighborheod. While there they would feast
and dance end enjoy life that hed a tinge of civilization In it,
Yo conld hear the tum-tom beating s}l night when o danee wes
iv progress, and mingled with the ernde song and the yell of
the dancers, it made night hideous; silence was a luzury o
nights of the Indian danca,

It was customary for the fur-trader to leave for the Indisn
country sometime doricp Jeptember. Some, who had shorter
distances to travel loft later, along in October. They took their
supplies in large cances, iz barges, and in *'a-la-cordeile™, The
barges were poled with long poles, while the cordelles were
drawn with ropes from shore, although onrs were alve efnployed,
The canoes were paddled by the Freneh viFageurs, who some-
times uwsed omra in the swift ¢rose currents. The traders took
slony as gupplies hatebets, knives, smmunition {powder and
lead}, blankects, and woolsr dress-gocds, ealico, and trinkets, saeh
ag beads, ribbany, snd glver ornements of large plates and round
snd sguare gilver pieces. The sguawn used the lattar on their
dressca, while the bucks weee fond of eilver far decorating
their hair,

Among Indiang goods muet be incloded traps for catebing
animals, and, lagt but not least, rum. A few kegy or barrels of
rom would often get the trader more fura than sny of hia other
goods.  As a general thing the Indian would give more for rum
or whisky than for auything clse; he wonld even el his squaw
for fire-water, However, the irader was nsually shrewd in
dealing ont Yguor, and woold give the Indian but a small
smount. A recklest troder often did a great deal of damage
by pelling quanfifies of lignor to the Indians. When & erowad
of them got druok, fighting followed and shooting affraye
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Trouble with the whites eonld paually be traeed to ever-indoi-
gence in fire-watar,

The trader penatrated to the remote parts of the country in
tymeat of fars, and dispersed his teappers into the interior; then
at his trading guarters he woald deal with the Indians and gol-
leot furs during the fall, winier, and spring. Then when the
spring trapping wns over, with his boats loaded with fur, he
-would depart for the fur company’s headgearters. Voyapgeura
were paid by the year apd furnished provisions for the sesson;
thesg consisted of hulled orn, pess {for soup), and hardtack,
with plenty of salt and pepper, but no tea or coffce.  They also
hkad salt pork in small quantities. The foreman or bosa of the
trading expedition always had & drinking cabinet and carried
tha best of rum and whieky. He kept this under leck and key
and each day would give his men a few drinks, sud on rare
occasions after a hard day's work would allow them an extra
drink € keep up their spirits or te show them their work wea -
rewarded.

After the epring trapping wee over the trader wonld pack hia
furs and ect out for the trading post. On tbess return jour-
neys, the voyagenrs were 8 morry sef. They would sing their
French songs by the hour, keeping time with their paddles, thos
making the journey homeward a plessant one. How often have
I heard the mmdie of these bhoatmen's songs fAoat ont over the
valloy of the Misaisaippi, and then watehed the cances, bateaux,
and bargey round a bend gnd appear in sight with the head-
canoe flying the American flag at ita bow.

The iraders and voragenrs remained oll summer at Prairie
dn Chien, end then in the fall took their way intoe the wilderness
agein. The voyageurs were ag a rule illiterate, and kmew nothing
but their work, After completitg their tima for the fur eom-
panies, many of them returned to Canada, though & fow settled
in this cowntry. They wers an honest peopls and meny of
them married among the Indians. ‘When they went to work
for the fur company they were required to sign a .contraet,
and this bound them for & term of yesrs. It wes about the
Bhnte 84 enlisting in the prmy.™ i

A Bee ppacimen enEBgement conteacty in ‘i?ﬂr. Hisf Colix, xix, p. I83;
AT, ¢ 7l —En
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Indian Industries

I am nsked shont the industries of the Indiens, especially

those of the Biouxr and Wiohebago, with whom ] emn most

- familier, Beginning with the acil, the first work was agricul-
ture. The women were very industricus and wonld hegie in
the gpring to spads up their ground for corn planting. They
raised whet was known as egusw eorn, Whirh is & flint eorn, and
also raised pumpkine, and any other vegetables, seed of which had
found ite way into thelr eamp from the furtraders. Bui pomp-
king and sorn were the principal cropa raised. The corn wan
cultivated with hoes—hig elumsy implements that weighed aa
much us three or fonr of our comman parden hoey, It wag prin-
eipally eaten hulled, aleo in meal after being ground up in &
wooden bowl with # large wooden pounder. This was their
¢rude mill. Thiz moal they beked into corn breed, or made it
ihto porridge. They aleo nged green corn as roasting ears, and
dried it in the following fashion : they dug a hale in the grownd
ang heated large atones; on these hested stones they threw
hueke, gud on the husks laid the green ¢orn en cobs; ever thia
corn they threw mere husks, and then eoverad it up and let it
ook, When it weza thormighly cocked, the corn was ent from
the cob snd put cut on mats in the aun to dry. This dried corn
was uged to make soup, and eculd be kept for years,

Wigwams, before canvaa was introduced, were made of woven
grass; long grass called foxtail was utilized for this purpoms.
Mats made from grasses were about four to six feet in width
and twelve or gixtesn foet in length, A wooden rod wes pat
at the end of the wigwam mat, end twine mede ¢f basswood
bark was used to tis the mat to the rod. Several of these metn
were ueed o eopsiruct a wigwem, and they wonld shed rein aa
Teadily as eanves does. Both twine and mate were made by
band; it was a long pisece of work for the squew to maks mat-
ting for a wigwem, but once completed it lasted for years and
wea alwaye kept in repair. The matiing was light, and very
easily carried cither on ponies or in camoes. In meking thie
wigwam matting the Indisne worked topether, several squews
congregating and working until the wigwam was cemplated,
just as pioncer women gathered st gnilting bees, Matas were
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also nsed ag carpets in the wigwam ; and were made for trading
purposes as well, for the whites often bought them for use in
their housea. The women in the Indian camp alss prepared
the meat, made the pemwiecan, and jerked the fresh wenlagn.
Thia kept well though no salt whatever wez used, The women
alzo meds meccasing and tanned skins of epimals for use &=
clothing. Bags wers made out of tanned skin and woven out of
wild grasses. These hags were used to carry cooking utensils,
elothing, and implements wsed about the wigwam.

The Winvehago werp noted for mat weaving, basket making,
coroamenting gking, and making wooden broome. They dug mt
canoes, bowls, and other dighes from wood. These wooden ves-
sels were made by the men and wers ornamented with the heada
of deer and hears, ar of some other animal. They alss made
wooden ladles with hendles ernamented with the head of afish or
& bird, The men alse made the reed, o musical instrument. like
a flute. This reed was used in woeing; a brave world play an
hig reed in fromt of the wigwam where rogided hie lady-lowe.
He would play his love tuns, and if he wag a weleome caller he
would be invited in to see the meid for whom he was pleying,
1f he was not weleome, no notice was taken of him, and he would
take hia departure. Sometimos he wonld return and play night
piter night until the reluetant father of the Indian maid
would invite him in, but semetimes the father would drive the
FOUNg Woler AwWay. _

Angther instrument of a musicsl character was the drom,
made of a hollow chyunk of wood with a plece of rawhide
siretched over it. Thia wae called the *“tem-tum®’ and was used
st all their daneing,

Another article of manufreture was the bucket. This was
mede of bireh bark and sewed together with twine from bees
wood hark, while to keap the bucket from lesking n glus, made
from cherty sap or gom and from the backhwne of a sturgeon,
wag used. Thess hirch bark pails were nsed to cateh sap. This
wes eollected in & storage trough made of a log dug oot sand
burned eo it would hold several barrels. In former years the
women, did. their gewing with sinew from the deer and elk and
wsed hone needles,

The Bioux were nouted for their leather implements. Firet
waa the wigwam made of tenped bulfale hides, sewed together
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in the shape of & tepee which made 3 wery werm dwlelling.
The hair was removed from the buffalo skin in making these
wigwams, but for blanketz and carpets the hides were tanned
with the hair left on, These wigwzms were dJecoTated with
bright peint. As & role buffalo, deer, ell, horses, and birds’
were peinted on the buffaio hide, but now and then you would
g0 the hutean figure on & tent, and I have scen a few whera
a acenc with hifls, river, and woods orhamented the wigwem.

The Hioux were the most Ingenious of the western Indiaps
in making ornaments. They decorated thelr clothing wath
Deads and sheils. Purm:p'ine quills stained with different eolors
were Used {0 adorn their arrow guivers, while the arrows were
colored, that i, the feather was stnined some goudy color. The
how was made of buffale sinew and the arrows of wood. The
Bioux were likewise expert pipe makers. They peed pipe-stome,
with 8 reed that grows in mavshy plases, for a stemn.  The pipe
wez degorated with bird elawe and tofte of fur from the
weagel or mink, T have seen some of the most heantiful pipes
among the Sioux that coald be imegined.

The Chippewa were noted for their hirch hark cances. These
were made of gheets of birch bark sewed together with sinew
and watap root, and sealed with tamsarack and pine pitch to
keep them from lestrieg. These cannes would earry more weight
than one would suppose.

Indizn Bahias

Indian chiliren nsnally have a happy time. The eohild ia
put inta a straight-back little cradle with sides and a bow
hsndle. It is Aat and has no rocker for none is peaded. The
young Indian babe scldom cries because it iz acldom sick. It i3
& bresst-fed behy, end gets along & great deal better than the
#verage white ¢hild. Two esplings are used to make 8 FwWing
for the baby. They are sharpened on one end and steck in the
gronnd ahout aseven feet apart. A eord made of hesswood
bark is tied to the cradle and the babe is given a swing by tying
the cord to the sapling, There the little cne 10 Bwung back and
forth or ionneed up sud down. Little tninkets are placed on the
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bow: of the eradle for the baby’s emusement, and it will lie by
ihe heur end play with these trinkeia

Games of the Indians

The principal game of the Indian in this part of the country
wad Jacrosae. This game was often played as a sacred game, to
redeem the bereaved from their long mourning period. They
wers obliged by enstem to mourn a stated length of timo, but
conld make & sacrifles ingtead, that is give awey a cortain amonnt
of furs, blankets, or ponics; and these were played for in the
lacrogee game, Two partier were formed, from & dozen to
fifteen on & mide, and thess parties played the game for the
goods as a stake, the wioners taking the mourners’ saerifiee.
After the gamte the mourning was at an end. The game was
played with a ball and lacrosse stisks. The ball must not ba
tonehed exospt with the laeroase stiek.

Anmopg the Indian ehildren games are indelged in; one some-
thing like shinny ig played on the ite, and in another the players
throw o twisted hickory stick on the ice; thiz i3 driven towards
a gozl, the ¢me coming pearest the goal wimning, Aweng the
children sliding down hill is enjoyed. They use bassword end
eim bark in making sleds for coasting, They always ride stand-
ing, and hold on to a string fastemed to the front of their
tebogran. They alap play on the glaring ice. {me gema or
aport was to t&ke a small round nipgerhesd stone and spin it
ot the iee, then take an willow whip and whip it over the ice as
fost mg they could go. They had topes to spin also, made of wood
and set in motion with e string.

Indian Beliefs and Customs

The marriage ceremony among the Indiane was very mimple.
The young buck would sall at the wigwam where resided the
Indizan maid he wished for a wife. If the mother of the girl
was pleased with the young brave, she would not stir the fire
ih the Jeast, but wonld st quictly before the glimmering light
¢f the ground heartk. If, however, she was not plessed with
the young suitor, sbe would stir the fire again and ageic nntil
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the wooer took his departure and would emphasize her disgust
by gpitting inte the fire st times. Ancther custom wes for the
young buck to bring presenta to the parents of the girl he
degired, and if thess presents, such 68 ponies, furs, and silver
trinkets, were accepted, he would take the girl for his wife.

The Indinng believed in *'maunhoonah’™ meaning the Great
Hpirit or Crestor of Earth. They believed in the hereafter,
and that in order to get to the happy bunting ground, they had
to be good Indiers. They had a Grand Medicine Society in ita
form allied to the Frec Mason orders. Not all sould join this
society, bt a certein number were taken in cach year, Appli-
caticn wee made for membership, and the nsmes tsken wp in
council, and if clected to becorms & member the candidate was
initinted inte the order providing, of course, he conld fur-
rish the necesgary fee of furs, blankets, ponies, or goods of any
Eind. After being initiated, the new member was given a
medicing-bag made of the skin of some animal saeh as the coon,
squirrel, otter, or beaver,

The Medicine-man

The medicine-man who looks after the bodily ailments of
the tribe is not to be confounded with the medicine-man whe
is a member of the Oreat Medicine Lodge. The former in
nsually above the average mntelligence, and gifted with the
power of impressing hia superiority uwpen the Indiang, that is,
in dealing with disesee. This power of dispelling disense is
smpposed to be given him by the Great Spirit. In treating a
patient, the medicine-man poes through eertain ineantations and
rattles a pourd, which has seed or shot in it. He also nzea
roots and herbe for the treatment of the gick. A great deal of
gineeng I8 used, and the batk of poplar trees, mandrake or
May-apple root, and sweet-flag, The list of herbs wonld be &
long ¢ne, &nd scmne of the medicine-men sbtained very goed
reaults from these herbm, which they msed as & tea, after steep-
ing them over a fire in & kettle eontzining & sufficient smount
of water. Some of these Indizn dectors beceme noted even -
among the whites, and were able in & limited number of dis-
enscs to give relief and to obtain cures. They gleo practiged
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surgery, setting hones, opening abacesses, and treating wounds
of various kinds. Their instruments were crude apd were made
mogtly of bene and iron,

Mortuary Customs

At the burial or funeral ceremony, some member of the {ribe
was appoioted t0 speak at the grave of the departed Indian.
The mwourners passed around the head of the prave in single
filo and seatiered itobaceo over the open grave. The funersl
‘orater gave an gration oo the life of the departed and pietured
hie journey into the lapd of the hersafier. Food was left on
the grave sufficient to earty him on his journey, and a supply
of tobaaco, so that he could take comfort on the way (o the
happy hunting ground, - On the desth of a mewher of the
tribe, the sorvivors hed & wake—not exaeily like the Irish
wake—but Triends and mourpera met at the home where a death
ocontred, & apeech was made, after which all except the mourn-
ers joined in e fomst. This wake waz the beginning of mourp-
ing, end the mourners ohserved the custom of fasting for at
least thiee days. If a women lost her husband, she remaired
with her husband’ reletives for & nomber of menths and was
compeited to do their work withoui a murmur. She was not
allowed to comb her hair for a number of monihs, or to orng-
ment berseldf n any way, but went ragged and dirty with her
hpiz unkempt and waas foreed to 4o the bidding of her hushand’s
relatives, At the end of the monrning period she wes libersated
to go where ghs pleassd and do as shoe pleased; she frequently
remarried,

Miscellaneous Customs

When I wag at Long Prairie, T was wuch interested in 2 ans-
tom among the Winocbago of making morning speeches. Early
each morning when the weather would permit, one of the ora-
tors would appesr in froot of his wipwam and give an address
of a religious nature to the Indiane, who would assembie to
hear the ezhorter, Ha usualiy spoke in & kindly way, offering
advice and telling the tribesmen to carry themselves in 8 manner
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befitting good, true men and women. I smppose such s person
amang the whites would be ealled an evangelist.

Among the noted orators and chiefs that I have known were
Winnoshiek, Black Hawk, Decorah, Wah-pzsha, Little Creek,
Lit{le Priesi, Sngke Hide, Little H1l, Short Wing, and many
others whose names I cannot recell. Big Fire was 2 noted
astrongmer. e studied the heavens and was familisr with the
prineipal groups of stars.

The Indisns had the heavens mapped out ints copstellations
£0d were familinr with sll the chenges of the meon. They often
studizd the stars on cold mights when the light from the eonatel-
letiona was most brilliant. A month was called 8 moon snd &
Jear of time designated a winter.

Tribal History

Legenda gnd traditions of the tribes were passed down from
one gencration to pnother by meszne of ““word passers.’’ A
numhber of young Indisns, say eight or tem, were chosen on ge-
count of their good memories to etudy, snd learn lessons from
the older “ word passers.’' These young Indians were drilled
in the legends, history, snd traditions of the tribe. They were
required to repeat them over again and &gain, omitting no de-
tail, until they knew them by heart; snd when the old **word
pasgers’’ died, another gemeration of young men was aelacted
gnd ionstructed by their predecessors. Thos dates and incidents
were pasied on from generation te generation, and a living
higtory was kept. An old Winnebage chief, Decorsh® had a
very interegting cane thet he showed me one day, when T visited
him in hig wigwam, On this cane were carved many figures, a
gort of hieroglyphics. It had been hended down from father
1% pon and wae in reality & record which cld Deesrah sould read.
. Tt wae a crude history of the tribe covering a good many years,
and if I eonld remember some of the accounts Decorah gave me
a3 recorded on the cane, they would be worth hearing.

" For 5 brlef econunot of the Decorah family of chlafs, ses I, xx,
p. 236, nota 4. Antolng Grizmon was 8 desceodant of this family, his
gmndmother, wile of Perlache (Grizgncn, being a dapghter of Konokah
Dacorah; his wife's mother wag lkawiae of the sgme family,—Ep.
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The War-cagle Feather

The Stonx wers fond of decorating themsslves with guills,
furs, and feathers; but T think they bad one custorn which ia
worth nhoting, A breva or more particularly a warrior need a
war-cagle feather fo adorn his hair. This long feather m the
bair of & warrior was o mark of distinction, and it wes me-
quired on merit, for no brave conld wear oue whoe did pot merit
it. On the feather potehes were eot if the warrior hed been
successful in war. Essh notch on one side of the feather rop-
rezented & pcelp taken from an ememy. The noteheg on the
other eids gignified the number of times the brave had been on
the war-path. This made it esay for one to tell what Engd of
& wer record 8 brave had. If a warrior bad 8 well notehed
feather he wae looked wp to and envied and praised by hia
tribcamen ; he felt his superiority, toe, snd carried himaelf with
a distingnighed alr, War-cagles were poaree and it was some-
times heard to gei feathera, T remember ome time secing an
Indien irede a pony for a war-engle feather, Hunting parties
from Wabashaw’s village uged to go out in search for the war-
cagle, and a favorite resting-place for thess eagles was among
the hills of Wanmandes, Waumandes means in Sisox “the
land of the war-sgle.'’

~-

Indian Invitations

Angther peculiar enstom which I recollect iz the method of
inviting a party of I[ndians to attend a dance, feast, or other
gathering. One day while I was camped with s band of Sioux
near the site of what is now Marshland, sn Indian came into
camp whe wes from anotber camp near Homer {Minnesota).
He had erossed the Mississippi ih & eanoe, and came o invits
pevoral of the Indianz over to his enmp to aitend a medicine
dence. He wounld enter a tent and pass pround aome emalt
atickn, and explain his object and depart, He must have had st
least fifty sticks answering the purpose of invitation cards, which
he distributad.
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Indian Character

The Indians as [ knew them were a3 a general thing peaceable.
They loved their native haunts and their families snd may be
called a happy people., They had plenty. Game ahoundad;
there was gn abundance of fur-bearing animeda; and the streams
were full of fish. There was no need of poverty for with plenty
of corn and wild meat snd with fur enongh to buy ammunition,
traps, and knives, there was little else needed to make their lof
an easy and eomfortable one. They were hot a stolid peeple, but
were fond of fun. There wis 5 humorcus side to the Tndian
and & genial friendship when enee you cams to Enow him, but
I have ne reapect for that uwooatural picture so ofter made of
him—the word pisture of the nowelist thet shows him deveid of
sentiment and emotion, a cold, cruel, unfeeling stoie, whose faee
is never rippled with 8 smile or etpined with g tear. T think
theta is @ truer picture of the Indian, 45 a naiural human being
with a heart that feels pnin and pleasure, with & mind {hat ap-
preciates the good and bad, the true and false, with 2 spirit thet
enjoys home and compapions aond friendship, with a life that
throbs with love and sentiment. The Indian I kmsw loved and
lavghed with his children, visited hie neighbor, had warm par-
sonal friendahips, sod loved the life of peasful contentment
he was living, a Lfe near fo natuve.

I bave often visited the Bioux and Winnebago and passed long
pleasant hours in their wigwams, telking with them on varicus
mmbjects as we sat circled about the plowing firve, T have hoard
the langh of their children and seen them frolic about as happy
as any young ones I ever sew. 1 have deen them play games
and join in sports, snd they wers as interesting to waich as
other children, Of conrse thers werg some whose barbarona
nature was revealed. There ars aome white people also whoss
harbarous nature gets the wpper band of them. But iake the
Indiag, all in sil, he was s happy creature during the fur-trading
deys.
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A War Party

One Angmet day in the fifties we went up the tamarack plum-
ing, for the place was noted for iis wild plums. "We bad started
to gather pluma, and wers intent oi our work, when all of a and-
den the stillness of the summer solitnde wag broken by & yell,

.8 war-cry uttered in its wild bleod-rurdling manner. On look.

ing up I saw our party compleiely surrounded by 2 bend of
Sionx warriors. Ii was a war party ont after Chippewa; they
mistock ue for their encmies, bet goon séaw thei» mistsie and
went peacenbly sway., We gathored our ploms in aafety and
returned home, bul we never forgot the surprise we reecived by
the Hionx werriors.

Primitive Justice

In casea of murder in the tribe the goilty party was given a
trisl, Witnesses werp ealied to testify snd speskors wore
chozen for and against the defendant. If the acoused person
whs fonnd guilty, a econneil was held to determying the punish-
ment. They nanally ordered the murderse killed in the same
manner he used in playing hig vietim—dJeath by shooting, stab-
biog, or temabewking s the cose might be. In some onses the
aerused wonld redeem lomself by fomishing éncugh goods
fuch 85 ponies, furs, or weepans, to secure his liberty; theme
gooda which were distributed among the desd person’s fm-
mediate Telatives, prevented retaliation on their part.
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